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The Opinion of ſeveral Divines thereanent, and whether the Difference 

betwixt common and ſaving Grace is in the Kind or Degree, with 

Mr. Owen's Opinion of our Saviour's Hypoſtatical Union, and the 

Cauſe of printing it, and a Deſcription of Sin, and its oppoſite Grace 
in the Regenerate, &c. | Wn, 

El AND LIKEWISE 


The Author's Opinion of the Oath: of Abjuration, and the Jurants and Nonjurants 
thereof, and of the Hill-Men and their Teachers; with a Deſcription of Presbyte- 

- rian and Epiſcopal Government, and the Solemn League and Covenant relative therto, 
and his Thoughts of the Union, and Efficacy thereof: Wirh ſome other Obſer- 
vations concerning the preſent State of the Church and Nation. And alſo, What 
was before being ex omni aliquid & ex toto nibil mali niſ mali. 

The Pamphlet is worth a Crown. But I defired the Bookſeller to take but a Shilling 

from the common People, that every Country-Man may purchaſe one of them, (at 
a fmall Rate) for whom they were principally deſigned ; the Author being obli- 
ged to make up the Printer's Loſs if any be. The Stile and Doctrine being ſuit- 
ed to the meaneſt Capacity, (it being eaſier to deſcend than aſcend,) and yet the 
moſt Learned may be edified by it: For all which I will anſwer any that will 
ſpeak againſt it. . 1 | | 

5 AN T 


There is an Account of ſome Points of Doctrine preached by two Miniſters, where 

à certain Gentleman there (being an Auditor) differed from them, as unſound and 
heterodox, and accordingly queſtioned them thereupon, who gave him no Satisfa- 

Ciion, but Reflections; Wich occaſioned him to write down all that paſſed be- 
twixt them, and expoſe it to the View 
or teached were moſt Orthodox. 
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of the World, to ſee whether the Teacher 
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25 Ti urpe eſt doctori cum culpa redarguit ipſum, 
Nobilis eſt ira Leonis LS, 
Parcere ſubjectis & debellare ſuperbos. 


Edinkwgh printed for the Author, and ſold by William Brown Bookſeller at his Shop 
a little above the Croſs. 1719. (Price Twelye Pence) . 
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DBI. SC OUR S 
Concerning the Sour of Maw, Gr. 


READER, 


\ * [ HETHER thou be courteous or critical, learned or un- 
a learned, it is all one to me; only I wiſh thou may have 
as much Knowledge as to diſtinguiſh betwixt Truth 

and Error when it occurreth, ſo as not to live implicitely upon the 
Opinion of either Miniſter or Magiſtrate ; but like the Bereans, 
to compare the Doctrine with the Word, and exerce a Judgment 
of Diſcretion thereanent, which is a Privilege our Proteſtant 
Church, alloweth to all her Members, and which the Popiſh 
Church denieth to theirs, which is enough to make their Doctrine 
ſuſpect, when they will not allow it to be tried by the clear Light 
of Scripture. I would not have thought, that there would have 
been any Neceſſity or Occaſion, for any Perſon in this Age of tlie 
Church, to have appeared for any Point of Truth, which had not 
been aſſerted and declared in the very preceeding Age; to wit, 
from the 1638, to 1660, wherein ſo much Light abounded, that 
never a Church (ſince the Beginning of the World) had more, nor 
were there ever a Sett of more learned, pious, and zealous Church- 
Men, than were in that Time; nor was there any material Point 

of Truth left undecided, either by the Confeſicn of Faith and Cate- 
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roneous and ridiculous ; 


LL 4t ]: 
chiſms, or the particular Writings of the Teachers of that Age, vir. 
Rurberfoord, Durham, Gilleſpies, Dickſon, Hutcheſon, Guthrie, Wed- © 
derburn, Brown, Macquair, Gray, and others in Scotland, as alſo, 
Owen, Havel, Pool, Fleeming, and others in England: So that not 
only the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the 


Church, was cleared, vindicated and aſſerted, and all Hereſy, and 


Error ſuppreſſed and exploded, (which did then aþound in Crom- 


weil's Time and Army) but all other Points of Truth, either re- 


lative to Magiſtrate or People, and the reciprocal Duties to each 


bother, both in Church and State, were clearly and fully declared. 


And yet there is a new Opinion riſen up, (even among Teachers 
themſelves) concerning the Soul of Man, Which I think moſt er- 
but becauſe it will be inſiſted on in the 

following Treatiſe, I ſhall not trouble you with it here. Reader, 
Albeit the Method and Order of this Pamphlet be not fo correct as 
might be wiſhed, and although there may be ſeeming Toutoli- 
pies in it, yet thou muſt excuſe it, providing thou find nothing in it 
ut Truth, which is the Thing principally deſigned : And there- 
fore let ir be compared to a Miniſter's Text, which he as often re- 


peats as his Doctrine calls him to it, without thinking Coinciden- 


cy, or Reduplication any Fault: And I am of Opinion, that it may 


colt thee as frequent peruſal, of what is here inſert, (or ever thou 
be ſufficiently capable, either to condemn it, or commend it,) as 
any Repetitions thou ſhall find in it, ſed decies repetita placebit.) 
The Diſcourſe runs of the above Debate betwixt the Gentleman 
and two Miniſters, and T believe the Account be very impartial. 


There are ſeveral Degreſſions from the principal Subject it ſelf, 


which yet will be found very neceſſary and ſuitable to the Deſign, 
viz. the confuting of Error, and clearing of the Truth; together 
with the Edification of the Reader, or Infirmation both as to Mat- 
ter of Fact and Truth: And although it be not ſo Methodical nor 
Succinct, as might have been, (upon a little more Pains) yet it 
may be worth all the Time and Money beſtowed upon it, many 
Years hence, and in the mean time, either convince or * 


8 * 
the Reader as to what is contained in it. And here I ſhall trouble 
you ro more but go on to the Point. 332 
Shall begin with ſome Expreſſions the ſaid Miniſter had in the 
Pulpit, which the ſaid Gentleman thought no: {ound Divinity. 
| Firſt, As he was diſcourſing about Things which were mutual 
betwixt God and his People, viz. a mutual Covenant, a mutual 
Promiſe, a mutual Obligation, and a mutual Propriety, at laſt 
he ſaid there was a mutual ConVeniency ; which that Auditor 
thought not a pertinent or ſuitable Expreſſion. 
240), Another time he faid, That the Covenant with the Gibeo- 
nites was but circumſtantially unlawful, whereas that Auditor aſſer- 
ted that it was eſſentially ſinful, they being a Part of the Hivites, 
which were one of the ſeven Nations, whom the Children of I/ra- 
el had an expreſs and poſitive Command to deſtroy, and were par- 
ticularly forbidden to make any Covenant with them, or ſhew 
them Mercy, according to Deut. vii. 1, 2. When the Lord thy God 
ſhall bring thee into the Land mhither thou goes to pole it, and hath caſt 
out many Nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgaſhites, and the 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, 
and the Jebuſites, ſeven Nations, greater and mightiev than thou: 
And when the Lord thy God ſhall deliver them before thee, thou ſhalt 
ſmite them, and utterly deſtroy them, thou ſhalt make no Covenant with 
them, nor ſhew mercy unto them. Notwithſtanding he conſtantly af. 
firmed, that he had read it in Scripture, that it was lawful for the 
Children of I/rael to ſave theſe Nations alive, if ſo be they made 
an Anſwer of Peace unto them, and opened the Gates of their Ci- 
ties to them, then they were to be but Tributaries. I anſwered, 
That was but as to the Cities of the People that were far off, but - 
not of the Cities of theſe forenamed Nations which were to be the 
Inheritance of the Children of Iſrael, and cited Deut. xx. 15, 16, 
17. Thus ſhalt thou do unto all the Cities whith are very far off from thee, 
which are not of the Cities of theſe Naticns, but of the Cities of theſe Pec- 
ple which the Lord thy God does give thee for an Inheritance, thou ſhalt 
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ſave alive nothing that breatheth; but ſhalt atterly deſtroy them, name. 
ly, the Hittites, the Amorites; the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, 
the Hivites,. and the Jebuſites, as the Lord thy God hath commanded 
* Notwithſtanding he ſtill aſſerted that he had read it other- 
wie. | ” OED 
34h), As he was LeQturing on Cant. III. And as he came to 
ſpeak upon the 6 ver. viz. Who is this that cometh out of the wilder- 
ol like Pillars of Smoak, perfumed with Myrrhe and Frankinſence, with 
all Powders of the Merchants ; he called that the Church, and com- 
| mented upon it accordingly ; and an young Man (who preach- 
ed after him ) had his Prayer accordingly, homologating that 
Miſtake all along, and when I came to convince them of their 
Error, by telling them it was Chriſt that was meaned there, ( as 
both the following Verſe, and the whole Contents of that Chap. 
do teſtify. ) They ſaid that Mr, Pool was of their Opinion, I an- 
ſwered, That, that was not good, tho? an Aſſembly of Divines 
were of that Opinion, except it were agreeable to Scripture. He 
ſaid, That perhaps the Contents were wrong printed, which I 
thought an weak and mean off- come; and I ſay, if he had had the 
Rules of Grammer in his Head, it would have detected his Error: 
For, relati vum convenit cum antecedente in genere, numero, £9 perſe ona: 
For certainly the 7 v. viz, Bzhold, his Bed, which # Solomon's, is 
the Relative of the antecedent. 6 v. viz. Who is this that cometh 
out of the Wilderneſs ; and therefore muſt agree in the Maſculine 
gener, Which could not be, if it had been the Church there ſpoken 
of: Neither is the Church (for ordinar and in her mulitant 
. State, ) deſcribed in ſuch a glorious and independent Condition ? 
For Cant. 8. and 5. It is aich of her, who is this that cometh up from 
the milderneſs leaning upon her beloved? And becauſe the Printer 
frequently, in the Margin of ſome Bibles, citeth the oneScrip- 
ture where he ſetteth down the other, it cauſeth many Peo- 
ple to err by Inadvertancy, thinking it to be one and the ſame 
Perſon ; but it is certainly otherwiſe, the one being Chriſt, and the 
other the Church: There are four or five others Errors in Scrip-- 
| | ture, 
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ture, either through the Falk of . Printer or Tranſlater; the 
firſt is in the Romans, the th. Chap. and 6 Verſe, But now we 
are delivered from the Law, that being dead wherein we were held, 
whereas it ſhould be, we being dead to that wherein we were held : 
For it's certain the Law is not dead, tho? we be dead thereto 
through the Body of Chriſt. - Another Miſtake is in the 12th of 
Heb. 18 Verſe, For we are not come unto the Mount that naight be 
touched; whereas it ſhould be, for we are not come unto the Mount 
that might not be touched, as the reſt of the Doctrine following 
thereupon clearly proveth. Another Miſtake is (I think in the 
Tranſlater, Revelation the 7 Chap. the end of the 6 Verſe, where 
Maneſſeh is put for Dan, and my Reaſon is, that until once God 
ſeparated the Tribe of Levi for the Service of the Tabernacle and 
Sanctuary, there was none of the Sons of Joſeph named amo 
the twelve Tribes of Iſrael; but when Levi was thus called out, 
Joſeph was alſo no more ( ordinarly ) named; but inſtead of 
them, was Ephraim and Maneſſen brought in, and altho Pool 
doubts not but the Tranſlation is right, and imputeth the Cauſe 
thereof to Day's Sin, becauſe Jeroboam's Calfs were ſet up at Dan 
and Bethel. But I humbly preſume to differ from him, not think- . 
ing that the Sin of that Tribe was greater than the Sin of the reſt 
of the ten Tribes who revolted from the Houſe of David: More- 
over, we read of greater Sins of other Tribes, than what can 
be imputed to the Tribe of Dan, particularly the Rebellion of 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, and On, being the Sons of Levi and 
Reuben, yet even that great Sin of theirs, did not unchurch or 
untribe the reſt of their Brethren, they only periſhed in their 
own perſonal and particular Tranſgreſſion: As alſo, Jacob ſays 
of his Son Dan, that he ſhall Judge his People as one. of the Tribes 
of Iſrael, And likewiſe, Dan was one of the four Chiftians 
when the Children of Iſrael were divided into four Battallions, 
and had the command of the Reard-guard : But there is nothi 
more ordinar, nor for ſome Divines to give a Reaſon, for their 
own DoQtrine, broached by themſelves, which yet has no warrant in 
| _ Scripture 


| . | 

Scripture therefore : Another Omiddon (I think in the Printer) 
is, Deut. xxxiii. 6. Let Reuben live and not die, and let not his Men be 
few; whereas it ſnould be, and let not Simeons Men be few: For 
ſhould any Perſon imagine that Moſes would omit a Tribe when 
he is going to bliſs the twelve Tribes of Iſrael, and I am perſwad- 
dd, that the mending of theſe Errata would contribute more, 
to the ſolid conſiſtancy of one part of Scripture with another, nor 
this looſe lying Differances; but this is a little Degreſſion. 

4/thy. As he was Lecturing on Judges the 6 Ch. and 11 v. Where 
the Angel came to Gideon. He ſaid, that Gideon was thinking 
upon the delivering of Iſrael at the time when the Angel came 
to him, which was certainly but a Notion of his own Head, and 
groundleſs, being expreſly contrare to Scripture, for its ſaid, that 
he was threſhing Wheat by the Wine-Preſs to hid it from the Midia- 
nites; as alſo, the Scripture is clear how oft he doubted the An- 
gels word, when he firſt ſought a ſign of the Fleeces being wet, 
and it dry upon the Earth, and next of the Pleeces being dry and 
the Earth wet: As alſo, his going down with Phurah his Ser- 
vant unto the hoſt of the Midianites, where he heard the Man 
tell his Dream anent the Cake of Barley Bread. Moreover, Mr. 
Medderburn in his 40 cap. upon the Covenant of Grace, inſtanceth 
him, and the Men of Hrael, where lie is ſhewing what difficulty 
Faith hath to keep its Feet, when a ' contradicting” Providence 
ſeemeth "1 be againſt the Word of Promiſe, although ſpoken by 
an Angel. Pry 4 0 3 

5thly. He ordinarly uſed this Term in Prayer, calling the Perfecti- 
ons of God moral Perfettions, which the {aid Auditor: 3 not 
ſo proper nor ſuitable to be applied to the divine Nature, looking 
rather like the Work and Power of the Holy-Ghoſt, perfecting 
Grace in a Saint, Angel, or the humane Nature of Chriſt; which 
he was againſt, ſaying it was moſt proper, and but ignorance in 


any Perſon to think otherwiſe. Mr. Owen hath a pertinent 
and diſtin Expreſſion relative to this, where he aſſerteth, That 
to think that God his being Gracious and Merciful, is: the _ 
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with his pardoning of Siners-; is to conſound the eſſential Proper- 
ties of God's Nature with the free Acts of his Will: From 


which Mr. Simpſon's Divinity is very ill connected, when he aſ- 


ſerteth' from the gracious and merciful Nature of God, that he 


_ aQually ſaveth all Infants, both of. Heathens and of the viſible 


Church, and that the Number of the Elect is greater than the 
Number of the Reprobate, which is expreſly contrair to the Word, 
many are called but few are choſen ; and that he is of Opinion, that 

there is a World in the Moon, is more like a lunatick Head, than 

a ſound Divine; but it ſeems he is like the Camelion, who can 
turn itſelf to any Shape or Collour it pleaſeth when attacked. 
Mr. Ower addeth that lawful or unlawful are Tearms, that can 


"with no tolerable Senſe be uſed concerning any Properties of God, 


all which'are Natural and Neceſſary to his Being, as Goodneſs 
and Mercy, and the like, for controulable and uncontroulable, 
reſpe& Actions and Operations, and not Beings and Natures; ſo - 
that Moral Perfections being Qualitties in the Action, are only 
applicative to a Creature as refed, ATM 


6h. As he was Lecturing upon the 7 chap. Lake, 40 v. and 


downward, he inſiſted a long time upon Mary, her being a great 
and notorious Sinner, and that there was few greater ever upon 
Earth, comparing her to Mannaſſeh, but with all ſhe was a great 
Penetent, and proved it by this, that ſhe took a revange of her 
ſelf, by imploy ing her Eyes and her Hair, (by which ſhe had al- 
lured Men to Sin, by expoſing them out at the Windows to thoſe 


that went by,) and therefore ſhe did debaſe them, the one, viz. 


her Eyes, by waſhing Chriſts Feet with her Tears, and the other 
by ATW of them, viz. with her Hair, an Expreſſion that I ne- 
ver heard the like of it, neither in the Pulpit nor out of it; 1. 
muſt declare, that that Expreſſion put me all in a Confuſion. He 
{aid alſo, that ſome thought her to be Mary Magdalen, and when 
I told him that I admired he was not better ſeen in the Scrip- - 
ture, for John 11 chap. 2 v. ( It was that Mary which anointed the Lord 
with Ointment, and wiped bis oh An her Hair, whoſe. Brother La- 
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carus mas ſick, ). doth plainly tell who it was. He anſwered, might 
there not be another Mary who did the ſame. All which I thoughe 
molt unaccountable, and although I told him of all theſe Miſ- 
takes, (not to give them a worſe Epethite, ) wherein I deſign- 
ed nothing (God knoweth ) but Friendſhip, and the Perſons 
good, and by which he might be reclaimed- from ſach Inadver- 
tancy in his Expreſſions when in the Pulpit, and for which I ex- 
peed hearty Thanks, having two of his own. belt Friends Witnef- 
ſes to our communing. But behold the very contrary fell out, for 
the very next Lord's-Day, having his Text in the 71, Pſl. 16, 
v. and ſpeaking upon tlie Lord's Righteouſneſs, ſaid, that there 
Were ſome, (meaning my ſelf,) that had ſome- light floting in 
their Head, and were proud, ridged, and cenſorious Perſons, and 
had no love thereto in their heart; and therefore could not pretend 
to an Intereſt in the Lord's Righteouſneſs, with ſuch a malici- 
Ous, paſſionate Countenance, as was ſcandalous to ſee in a Pul- 
* : Some Days after that, he ſtudied a Sermon when he knew 
Was to be at the Church, wherein he reiterated and juſtified 
all theſe Points which J had queſtioned him for before, by aſſert- 
ng that it was Mary Magdalen that was meant there,and it was the 
Church that was ſpoken of in Cant. III. 6. and that he had read the 
beſt Authors and Divines for it, and that moral Perfect ions was 
very pertinent to ſay unto God, and that none would queſtion it, 
but ſuch as were indued either with Ignorance or Prejudice, and 
juſtified his half blaſphemous Doctrine anent Mary her, abaſing her 
elf, with the Application of her Tears and Hair towards our Sa- 
viours Feet: Which yet was not only a Duty but a Dignity, 
which the greateſt Empreſs that ever was in the World would 
have commended and envyed her for, and which the Holy Ghoſt 
ſignalizeth her for; and our Saviour ſayeth, That wherever the Goſ- 
pel ſbould be preached, that which ſhe had done ſhould be ſpoken-of for a 
Memorial f her throughout the whole World, Mark xiv, chap. ꝙ v. 
and in the 6. v. he calleth it, a good-Work that (he had wrought on him, 
yet all theſe reiterated Errors he belſhed out with ſuch yo 
8 R LL. 
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and Paſſion, that a Dragoon having taken too much of Brandy ang 
ſtrong Ale to his Morning, would not have exceeded the Redn 
and Fury of his Countenance, to the Obſervation of the whole 
Church, thinking (by his inſolent, obſtinate Ignorance ) to make 
his Traditions to Pr for the Doctrine of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Upon all which, I wrote to hin my Opinion of his 
Carriage, and inſtead cf a Conviftion or Remotſe ' there- 
anent, his Return was many Degrees worſe than before, be- 
ing full of ridiculous abſurd Preſumptioas, Reflections, and 
ignorant, inſolent, unchriſtian, impertinent, falſe, malici- 


SOT * * 


ous, unmannerly Expreſſions, which if I had to ſhow, it might 
N bring him under a Church Cenſure, elſe his Brethren would be 
very partial, conſidering how firſt and laſt his Demeanour Was un- 

I ſuitable to the Character of a Miniſter, neither do I judge my 
4 ſelf in all this to be an Accuſer of the Brethren, ſeeing all I deſign 
; is to reach a blow to him whoſe Head looketh awray, that he may. 
5 look ſtreight forward, and not err from the written Rule, hic 

1 . was Paul's carriage to Peter when he Judaiſed : And if ever 
4 this Church had need of a Super-intendency, it is at this ver 

- Time, when the Teachers or Watchmen thereot have and do. 
5 aſſume, ſuch a independent and abſolute Diſpoſal of themſelves 
5 and their Doctrine, that they think themſelves above Cenſure 
1 as to the diſcharge of any part of their Minfſtry. I geſire not to 
1 make particular Condeſcendencies upon particular Perſons, and 
2 their particular Faults or Failings, (being Miniſters of the-Goſpel, - 
b Whoſe Infirmities, Conſtantine laid, be would cover with his. Royal 
7 | Robes, and that Bengerors Zeal was blinded by too much Chari- 
4 rity towards them, for Mr. Banter ſayeth, ( ſpeaking of the hazard 
& ef blind Neal and overdoing in the Church, That he, (When Satan + 
— could not make him a Perſecutor of the Miniſtry, dit tempt him 
i to raiſe them in worldly.Glory to the very Stars, and make them 
bs - Lords of. Rowe, and poſſeſs thera with, Princely Dignities ang Re- 
5 venues, and thereby Satan got more. Advantage by ee. 
„ ror Conſtant ine s over honoul ing them, and m them oer 


7 rich, (by which Pride and os aroſe in that Chbürcd, F than. 
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he could have gotten by perſecuting and deſpiſing them. Mr. 
Baxter ſays alſo, That when the Serpent could not get the World 
to deſpiſe the poor Fiſher-Men that publiſhed the Goſpel, (the 
Diva being judged, and the World convinced by the Power 
of the Holy-Ghoſt, the Agent, Advocate, and Vicar of Chriſt 
upon Earth,) he would then be forwardeſt to honour and promote 
them : When the Devil hath no otherway left to deſtroy Religi- 
gion and Godlineſs, he will pretend to be Religious and God- 
Ty himſelf, and then he is always over Religious and over God- 
ly in his Matterials, all overdoing in God's Work is undoing. 
Tue Devil got more by his Gown in a Day through the Corrup- 
tions and Diviſions in the Church, than he could get by the Sword 

of Perſecution in 300 Years ; and got a Verdict at the Council of 
Nice againſt the Perfection and Sufficiency - of the Scriptures, ſo 
as there was need of a Judge to determine Fundamentals quad 


nos, as to Points neceſſary for Salvation, ſo as it was taken 
from the Spirit and lodg'd 1n the Fleſh. | 


But as to our Divines in general, I wiſh each of them were edi- 
fying to their Hearers, altho* I did not partake of it all at Times, and 
undoubtedly a Perſon's Doctrine may be edify ing to one Congre- 
gation or Perſon, when they will not be ſo to another; and the 
wiſe Providence of God is very obſervable in that, there being no- 
thing more deſireable, nor a Sympathy betwixt the Gifts and 
Qualifications of the Teacher, and the Capacity of the teached : 
And this, I ſuppoſe, to be the great Cauſe and Deſign of Tranſ- 

ortations, even the Church its general Edification, which ſhould 
be preferred to all other Things either as to Miniſter or People: 
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and perſonal Caſes of his Hearers; I fear there may be too much 
of this in Faſhion at this Day: And becauſe I ſaid I would not 


be particular as to any Perſon as to their Deficiency in the 


Diſcharge of their Miniſterial Function, I ſhall only ask two or 


three Queſtions, and let the Reader judge what is right concern 


in it. 1. What if a Paſtor ſhould have People within his Charge 
who by their Poſſeſſions were liable-to pay him Teinds, and yer 
was fo unacquainted with their being there, that he exaCted theſe 
Teinds from the Poſſeſſors of other Lands, who were not liable 
for them, and that for ſeveral Years together ? Will you ſay, That 


that Paſtor had ſufficiently catechized and viſited: that Part. of 


his Charge? 2. What if a Paſtor have Perſons in his Congrega- 
tion, ſo ignorant, as not to be allowed to preſent their own Chil- 
dren to Baptiſm, whether is it the Miniſter's Negligence, or the 
Perſons invincible Incapacity of being taught ; Men would in 
Charity think, that leſs than one Days Pains would have over- 
come it? 3. And what if a Miniſter {ſhould lock up his Garners in 
Time of Dearth and Scarcity, and induſtriouſſy ſend away his 


Man with the Key, and when the Poor came to ask Alms, tell 
them his Man was away with the Key ; and when they asked 
Money inſtead thereof, he ſaid, that Meal was better; but behold 


they went away without either? 4. And what if a Miniſter 
came to a Place where one of his Congregation had been lo 


Priſoner, and yet came not to make him a Viſit, altho* he came 


there two ſeveral times? would not one think that he looked rather 
like an Ambaſſodor of the King of Moroco's, than of Jeſus Chriſt, 
for his unkindly, unneighbourly, unmannerly, uncharitable, 
ungentlemany, unchriſtian, and ungrate Carriage; the Re- 


verſe whereof the ſaid Priſoner had been to him. 5. And 


what if a Paſtor of a Congregation taking a Farme in his 
his own Hand, did (for ordinary) ſo attend upon it, that it was 
near Twelve of the Clock in the Saturday's Night before he had 
oily done therewith ; ſoas thro? his great and daily Fatigue, it was 
paſt Twelve of the Clock on the Lord's Day before he was able 
to walt upon his Charge, and thereby the Congregation 9 ne- 
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eſſitae to go home ynder Cloud of Night, alsho' they. had eme 


to the Ordinances” early enongh in the Morning; and yet that 


ſame Paſtor Was {een to have on his Boots on the Horany Mor n- 
ing thereafter, before the Sun, in order to go to attend his Farme? 
One would think that all this was | minding their own Things 
more than the Things of Jeſus Chriſt ; yea, albeit he had done it 
to pleaſe Jus Wife. oe . 2001 He i 2 CET 
70 8000, What if an ordained Miniſter who hath 100 ib. yearly, 
mortified for Communion Elements ( whereot he was the Col- 
lector ) and for twenty. Years Time did not adminiſter the Sacra: 
ment of the Lord's Supper, but twWice, which: ſo offended: his 
Congregation, that they: purſued him therefore, before the Lords 
of Seſſion, and obliged him to repeat to them 2000 lib. Scots. As 
alſo it is ordinar for that ſame Perſon to borrow Servants Fees 
from them, upon his Word, without Intereſt, and ſet it out upon 
Bond for Annualrent to himſelf; and is ſo ſcurvy and mean, as 
not to allow Candle in his Houſe for the Worſhip of God therein, 
but lighteth Straw in the Time of Reading and Singing, nor 
keeps - a Precenter in the Church; neither can he officiate to him- 
ſelf, but imploys Strangers, or any Perſon: he accidentally finds. 
I could add much more of Sordidneſs imputed to that Perſon, but 
I farbear. - 7, What Kind of new Patronage is this-creeping 
into the Church of Scotland, tht when a Waffen been 
and incapable to officiate, he and his Wife, (at their own Hand) 
will bring in a Man upon the Congregation without a ſufficient 
Teſtificate, and Conſent of the ſaid People; and if it fall out ſo, that 
they do not pleaſe him, upon ſufficient Grounds therefore, why 
ſhould-they. not be allowed as abſolute: Freedom to call any other 


- 


|  whomtheypleaſe, (without the Conſent of the preſent Miniſter) 


as they had when they firſt called himfelf ? And as to the Diviſion 
of the Stipend, it ſhould be managed in Equity and Righteouſ- 
ef, vi. If the old Paſtor be but poor, and a numerous Famil 
he ſhould have the greater Allowance during his Lifetime, | 
aſt the half of the Stipand, if ox more bur he be rich, and 
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has little or no Family, the leſs ſhould do His Turn. 8¼ ) By 


what Authority of Scripture can a Miniſter once ordained to a 
particular Congregation, demit his Office either with, or without 


the Conſent of his Brethren, When he is not tranfported to ang- 


ther Congregation ; but poſitively deſerts the Miniſtry, and takes 
another Imployment for his Way of Living; that is, like a putting 
Hand. to, the Plough, and looking back, which unfitteth for the 
ICC „ 
di, What if a Perſon indued with an extraordinary Capacit 
for precenting, (both by his Voice and Ear) and yet Ins Am- 


bition is ſuch, that he aſpires to the Miniſtry, and is ſucceſsful 


* by obtaining the Charge of a Congregation, altho' his 
Gifts and Qualifications never increaſed after his Ordination, and 
were tliought but very ordinary at the Time, and till continued 
ſo, that a certain great Man in his Pariſh (who was his ordina 
Heafer) at laſt deſerted him altogether, and went to. anothe 
Church, as did ſome of the Gentry ; and when they asked a Rea- 
fon at that Nobleman why he did fo, anſwered, That when he 
came to Church, he heard him ordinarly read a Chapter or 
Pſalm twice over, and ſticked it in the ſecond reading, by which 
he had no Edification, and therefore went to another Church; 
His Gifts Being like a Woman brought to Bed of a Child, *'which 
ſhe is obliged to nurſe, but hath nothing but a dreg of Mi 
which never increaſeth, and therefore is neceſſitate to diſpoſe of 
the Child otherwiſe. Whether had it not been as good Service 
to the Church, if that Perſon had not ſought after tie Miniftry, 


but continued in the Exerciſe of Precenting, where he would have 


eatly dignified the Ordinances, by ſinging Baſe in Alt, where 
his moſt excellent and ſweet Voice would have been heard above 
all the reſt ? Neither Would he have been thought guilty of letting 
his Talent ruſt in a Napkin, altho* he Had never adyanced fur- 


ther? 


2 15 0 What if Adnan eur r Place Where in the 
ill and dear Years ) all the Vicual in the Pariſh was frofted, and 
. e | a certain 
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à certain Heretor offered him his Teinds out of the beſt of the 
Fruits that grew upon that Ground that was liable therefore, bur 
the ſaid Paſtor abſolutely refuſed the ſame, and purſued the 
Gentleman at the Law, to make his Teinds as ſufficient as in other 
Years, which ſo diſobliged that Gentleman ( who was of both 
good Quality and Fortune ) that he deſerted his Church, and 
never heard him after that, even to the Day of his Death. Que- 
ritur, Whether or not ( in Conſcience, Equity, and-Reaſon ) it 
was that Paſtore's Duty to have ſympathized with his Congre- 
- gation, in that publick Calamity, and been a Fellow-Sufferer 
With them, when the Hand of Providence was ſo ſignally heavy 
upon the whole Country; and it's not to be doubted, but that 
which the Laird offered in Satisfaction of the ſaid Miniſter his 
Teinds, would have been as good Penny worths to him, as might 
have ſufficiently ſatisfied in the Time ; and for his Strictneſs, 
C which was certainly an Occaſion of much Offence) he was vi- 
ited with a Diſpenſation of Providence from God thereafter, 
heavier than all the Teinds came to; for his only Son in Law went 
to the Rebellion, where he was in Hazard both to have loſt Life 
and Fortune: If there had not been a greater Regard to filthy 
Lucre nor the Exerciſe of a ready Mind for preaching the Goſpel, 
koch Thing had not occured (the Gentleman being amongſt the 
moſt diſcreet and generous Men in the Nation. 
 11thly, What if a Miniſter have the Charge of two Churches, 
and yet be thought unfit for the Diſcharge of the Duties that one 
of them-would require, becauſe of an, everlaſting Drought that 
ke is. contigually troubled with, and which renders his Circum- 
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ſtances ſo unfavourable, by Reaſon of legal and perſonal Diligence 
he contiuually lies under, that it is very uncertain to his Congre- 
gations, how long they may enjay the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, 
which ſome time a Day would have been thought a Scandal in 
the Church of Scotland. „ 3 
- 12thly, What if a Miniſter have a Brother that offers a Tailzie 
of his Eſtate to him and his Son, whereas the ſame Perſon hath 
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Male Grand- children of his own, who certainly hath a better. 
Right, ( both in the Sight of God and Man; (being a nearer Re- 
lation) Whether or not is it lawful to that Grand-Parent to do ſo 
to the Prejudice of the righteous and lawful Heirs ; or is it lawful 
for that ſame Miniſter to accept of ſuch a Tailzie or Right; or 
will ye conclude it lawful becauſe of the Will and Conſent of the 
Party in whoſe Power it is to make ſuch an unnatural Con- 
veyance; I firmly aſſert the Negative, and that no Perſon hath | 
Power to alienate an Intereſt or Property from theſe, who ( jure 
ſanguinis) have both God's Right and Man's Right to ſucceed _ 
thereto ; which I prove from Namb. xxvii. concerning the Daugh- 
ters of Zelophehaa, from the 1. to the 12 verſe. and therefore I 
look upon it as the Caſe of Theft, and Reſet, the Giver 
and Receiver being both equally guilty, . ſed e 4 
am very loath to proclaim the diſſallowed Faults or Failings 


good Men ( eſpecially Miniſters ) but where their Faults are Sins, 
and are juſtified and approven of by themſelves, as if they could 
make an evil Action good; becauſe of their doing of it, and in- 
ſtead of diſapproving of it, they approve of the ſame, with an in- 
ſolent, - obſtinate, and impudent Continuation therein, I think it's 
every Chriſtian's Duty to make them aſhamed thereof, Pudet hec 
| opprobria nobis; we ſhall tell the Bourd, but not the Body. _ 
But altho there be Faults and Failings too many in our preſent 
Church-Men, yet ( bleſſed be God ) there are in the Church at 
: this preſent Time, a Set of godly, learned, zealous Men amongſt 
5 the Miniſtry, unto whom a Fault or Error cannot be imputed; 
8 but the Power of godlineſs is with them, and the Bleſſing of God 
eminently viſible upon their Labours, which is the great Bleſſing 
of the Lord upon the Nation, and a Token for Good, that the 
Lord will not caſt off his People as yet; and where ſuch Men are 
they ought to be counted worthy of double Honour ; and becauſe fir 
they are the Perſons that ſeek leaſt after their own Honour ; » 
whereas others ( who far leſs deſerve). are more ambitious: for 
a Name and Character in the World, than they are zealous or ſo- 
licitous to ſee the Succeſs of TM Labours upon the Lives of their 
| e _ _ Hearers. 
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Hearers. There is a pretty little Dialogue relative to that, be- 
tw ixt the true Non-Conformiſt and the profeſſed Non-Conformiſt 
with a Conformiſt, preſſing the Lawfulnets of the Title of Lord 
to a Biſhop, as well as Sir to a Miniſter, differing only in Degrees, 
and faith, Since the Miniſter by Office hath the temporal Honour 
of a Gentleman ; why may not the temporal Honour of a Lord 
be as well put upon a Biſhop. He anſwers him, That if you were 
as innocent of the Vanity as you ſeem to be ignorant of the Na- 
ture of theſe Titles, our Controverſy would be at an End; and 


telleth them, That a faithful Miniſter truly minding his 


Work, values not himſelf upon Points of Herauldry ; to acquit 
himſelf as becometh an Ambaſſador for the Glory of Chriſt, is all 
his Ambition and truly . honourable beyond the Acceſſion of alt 


temporal Dignity : If it were not fo, I could: further inform you, 


That a Gentleman and a Nobleman do not only gradually 
differ, but are Prorſus diſparata, wholly different; the Ling (we 


fay can make the one, but cannot make the other: I grant the 


Privileges of a Gentleman, are commonly ſuppoſed to belong to 
Miniſters, and decent Civility may reſpe& them as of that Rank; 
but really there appears to be ſuch a Diſparity betwixt theſe 
Things, and a Biſhop's receiving, let be the uſurping of the tem- 
poral and more eminent of Lord, eſpecially as above his Brethren, 
that if a Miniſter, as ſuch, ſhould but tenacioufly lay Claim to 
the Title of a Gentleman, I would think it not only very un- 


becoming his Profeſſion, but a plain Forfeiturg of the pretended 


Privilege; And likewiſe the Title of a Lord in its Eccleſiaſtick 
Uſurpation, hath been, and is fo abuſed by Church-men, above 
all that our Lord reprehends in the Pride of the Phariſees, not 
only to their pretending to the Appermaſt Raoms at Feaſts, and the 
chief Seat in the Hnagogue, but the chief Places in States, and the 
firſt Benches in Parliaments ; not only to Greetings in the Markets, 
and to be called of Men, Rabbi, but to ride next to the Honours, 


and be called Grace, Grace; that I feriouſſy maryel how you, 
ot 


i, 


any Chriſtian, regarding our Lord's expreſs. Words, can juſtify 
on — the he. Evangetiſts gives a full and diſti & Ac- 
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mortal Subſtance, could not have its Being from that which is 
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n 
count: An Eccleſiaſtick Dignity and Order ſhould be obſetved 
and maintained in the Church, according to the Degrees thereof, 
A Miniſter is certainly preferable to an Elder or Deacon while he 
is in the immediate Exerciſe of his miniſterial Function, altho? the 
ſaid Elder were otherwiſe preferable to him both as to Quality and 
Fortune; but when that is over, if the Elder be a Gentleman, 
and can maintain his Quality as ſuch, I do not ſee how that Mi- 


niſter ſhould pretend to a Preference to that Gentleman, even 


altho the Miniſter were the richer of the twain, an Equality is 
very fair; and if he be an Heretor in the Place, and of a Gentle- 
man's Quality, it becometli no Country Miniſter, nor their Wives, 
to even themſelves to any Place but next unto them as our Pro- 
cedency is now with Exgland: But theſe Things ſhould ſhould be 
leſt minded amongſt true Chriſtians, becauſe only by Pride cometh 
Contention : And where another Carriage is tho? it were 
by the Patron or the greateſt Man in the Place, it would be but 
conſtructed a mocking of the Perſons unjuftly- preferred, and 
ſavour of Deſign or Ignorance. The beſt Qualifications that Mi- 
niſters can be indued with are, Humility and Holineſs, Meckneſs 


and Lowlineſs, Diſcretion and Charity, and Diligence in their 


Office; ſo much for the Clergy Precedency. Mr. Baxter faith, 
That what a Miniſter diſchargeth of his Office-in: the Pulpit, is 
not the tenth Part of what he oweth therefrom to his Charge. 
But now we will come to the Soul of Man, which was the prin- 
cipal Thing at firſt intended to be ſpoken of. What follows is an 


Account which one Perſon. gives to angther, of what he heard 


6 betwixt two Miniſters. who had preached thereupon, and a 
Gentleman's Opinion of their Doctrine. | 
The. Text was P/al. xlix. 8. For the Redemption of the Soul 
is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever. 15: Theet: 


"The Miniſter dilcourling of the Soul of Man, ſaid, That it was 


alwiſe created, and being. a noble, ſublime; fine, and an im- 
carruptable and mortal, fuch =.tha Body is; and thereby, Fo 


the very firſt he limites the iel of God, and inverts the 
the natural Succeſſion of Mankind, making it monſtruous, 7 as it 
were by his Divinity, ) ſaying, that the Soul cometh holy from 
the Hands of God, but when it entereth the Body it is thereby 
defiled, ( which was the only weak, and inconſiſtent Expreſſion 
that Mr. W. had to Mr. S. For if the Body hath not Life until 
the Soul come into it, how can that Soul (being holy) be po- 
luted by the lifeleſs Body? It were better and more natural Senſe, 
to acknowledge that both. Body and Soul, (coming off our firſt 
Parents) are contamined and corrupted in them, and that would 
be both Senſe and Truth, and be agreeable to Scripture and our 
Confeſſion of Faith, which I ſhall prove afterwards: And there- 
fore I aſſert, that the Body and Soul of Man are ex tradace parentum, 
and that there is no creating Power exerciſed thereanent, ſince 
the Creation of our firſt Parents, (but the Body, and Spirit, or 
Soul, or Life, being all one Subſtance, ) proceedeth from the 

Parents, (the Work of Creation being perfected, and ended the 
ſixth Day) Gen. ii. 1, 2. And to affert another Thing, doth 
both contradict Seripture, and impute an Imperfection to the 
Work and Wiſdom, and Power of God therein: For we ſee, that 
(in this wonderful Work of Creation,) God manifeſteth and exer- 
ciſeth his Almighty Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs towards the 
Creatures, in giving each of them a Being, when they had none ; 
of which, ſome are made glorious, though without Life, as the 
Sun, t. And others with Life: Of which, ſome hath a ve- 
getable, ſome a ſenſitive, and others a rational Life; where- 
by his glorious Sovereignity is declared, as abſolutely as his Omni- 
| potency; ſo that there is no meddling with his Will, or asking a Rea- 
fon thereof; but an intire Subjection thereto, ſo ſoon as the fame 
is revealed to us: ea, the moſt ſublime Truths, (called Fun- 
damentals,.,) doth ſo far tranſcend the utmoſt Degree of our 
Capacity and natural Underftanding, that we are obliged and ne- 
ceſlitated to believe and admire, that which We cannot com- 
prehend of them, (being revealed in Scripture:) * 
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I cannot be ſo implicite as to believe any Thing, becauſe thus 
ſayeth the Miniſter, except alſo, thus ſaith the Lord: "Therefore, 
I offer theſe Scriptures to prove my Opinion of the Soul of Man: 
And to begin with his original Compoſition at his Creation, Gen. 
ii. 7. And the Lora God formed Man of the Daſt of the Ground, and 
kreathed in to his Noſtrils the breath of Life, and Man became aliv- 
ing Soul. I doubt not but the Body was ſo formed in its Shapes 
and Organes, (as upon its receiving the Spirit infuſed in it, and 


thereby becoming one individual Perſon ) it was adapted for theſe 


Operations by the Uſe and Exercite of its Senſes and Faculties, 


as the all-wiſe Creator had appointed it unto: And the firſt 


word that God ſaid to Man (after that he had created them 
Male and Female, and bleſſed them,) was, be fruiful, and mul- 
tiply and repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it; there was neither Word 
nor Promiſe there of God's creating a new Soul to every one of 


Adam's Poſterity ; and certainly it were all one to Omnipotency 


to create both Soul and Body ( if it were out of the Stones,) as 
Fw the Baptiſt hath it, Lek? iii. 8. as to create every Soul a- 
one: But ĩt is clear from theſe. following Scriptures, that God 


( in his Wiſdom and Providence) hath thought fit to appoint it 


otherwiſe, Gen. xviii. 10. and he ſaid, I will certainly return 
to thee, ¶ according to the time of Life,) and lo Sarah thy Wife ſhall 
have a Son. 2 Rings iv. 16, 17. and he ſaid, about this Seaſon, 
(according to the time of Life) thou ſhalt embrace a Son, and the No- 
man concerved and bore a Son at that Seaſon that Eliſha ſaid unto 
her, according to the. time of Life; Luke i. 5, 7. Now Elizabeth's 
full time came that ſhe ſhould be delivered, and ſhe brought forth a Son. 


Luke ii. 6, 7. And ſo it was, that while they were there, the Days 
. were accompliſhed that ſhe ſhould be delivered, and ſhe brought forth her 


firſt born Son; by all which we ſee, that the glorious Creator hath 
appointed a certaine time, in, or at which, the Seed becomes 
perfect in the Womb, and fit to receive Life ; the learned Mr. 
Baxter alſo telleth us, ( in his Book called the Poor Man's Family 
Book,) that our Spirits are generated, and not 8 was 
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Adam's, meerly of nothing; and ſaith, that God hath, a Sove- 
reign, and univerſal Power and Concourſe, going along with 
thele natural Works; bringing them unto fuch a Period and 
Perfection (in. the ordinary Courſe of Nature,) as he hath pre- 
determined and appointed, Eccl. xi. 5. As thou knoweſt not 
what is the way of the Spirit, nor how the Boxes do grow in 
the Womb 7 her that is with Child; even fo, thou knows 
not the Work of God who maketh all Ecel. iii. 19, 20, 21. For 
that which befalleth the Sons of Men, befalleth Beaſts ; even one thin 
befalleth them, as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other, yea, they have. 40 
one breath ;, ſo that a Man hath no Fe above a Beaſt; for 
all is Vanity, all go unto one Place, all are of the Duſt, and all turn to 
Duſt again; who knoweth the Spirit of a Man that goeth upward; and 
the Spirit of a Beaſt, that goeth downward to the Earth? Gen. lit. 
19. In the ſweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, until thou return 
unto the Ground; for out of it thou was taken, for Duſt thou art, and 
unto Daſt thou ſhalt return : So that we are butliving Duſt ; which 
clearly ſheweth, that there is no natural Difference in the Crea- 
tion and Procreation of the rational and irrational Creatures ; 
the Difference lying (principally) in the Excellency and Qualit 
of the Spirit and Body being created after the Image of God, 
wherewith God indued Man, above the reſt of the ee | 
viz. Rationality ; and from which it gets the Name of Soul, and 
is immortal, being made capable to know, to ſerve, and to en- 
joy God himſelf; and in which the Image of God is eſſentially 
fixed: And yet ſo, as the ſame kind of Body and Spirit, was 
to be propogated and procreated in, and by the Children of 
Adam, in all future Generations, and that as perfect every way 
as Adam and Eve were created at firſt, without the leaſt Degree 
of a new creating Power, added thereto : I would gladly know, 
how theſe Principles of theirs, will agree with the Confeſſion of 
Faith, Chap. 6. G 3. They being the Root of all Mankind, the . of 


their Sin was imputed, and the ſame death in Sin and corrupted Nature 


conveyed to all their Poſterity deſcending from them by ordinar Genera- 


tion: 
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tions: Moreover if the l wins e (as they teach,) and 
came holy from the Hands of God, and ſo infuſed in the Body; 
that holy Soul were more * to ſanctifie that Body, than that 
Body were to pollute that Soul; ſeeing the Body hath no Life 
nor Capacity of acting, until it be animated by the Soul: So 
that they ſhall never make good Grammar from {uch Conſtructi- 


ons: But this Doctrine of theirs, would rather import, that God 
(by that new Creation of a holy Soul in the Seed of all Mankind,) 


were offering a new Covenant of Works to each of Adam's Po- 
ſterity ; for how can Adam's Poſterity be charged with Adam's 
Guilt, except they have their whole Being of him, and eſpeci- 
ally that more noble Part of humane Nature, the Soul ; by which 
the Body is made capable of doing Good or Evil; this is unan- 
ſwerable except they wrelt Scripture, and deny the Order and 


- Courſe of Nature, which God hath appointed, eclipſe- the Light 


of common Senſe and Reaſon, all at once: For, without alt 
peradventure, Adam was made the fœderal Head, becauſe he 
was the natural Head of all his Poſterity, and not e contra; the 
Laws and DiQates of Nature, being ſtronger than any civil or 
poſitive Law ſubſequent thereto : As for Example, the Cove- 
nant of the Gibeonites, and of the Rechabires, although the one was 
ualawful, and the other indifferent; yet both were binding upon 


the Account forefaid : For even our love to God our Creator, pro- 


ceedeth from a moral natural Obligation; whereas our love to 
our Neighbour cometh but from a moral poſitive: Precept. An- 
other cauſe of their Miſtake, is, that ſome think the Soul is a dif- 
ferent Subſtance from the Spirit and Life ; whereas, it is nothing 
but the Quality and Property of that Spirit, which all Mankind re- 
ceiveth at its natural Perfection in the Womb, and which groweth 


1n,and with the Body,until the final Separation by Death,and' hath 
(during its abode therein, and Union therewith,) its habitual Fa- 


culties, daily and gradually increaſing, according as the orga- 
nized Bod ont 1 more capable, to receive and exerciſt the 
ſame; and a 


this Adam had, and no more; and all this his Po- 
| = | Fs ſterity 
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ſterity hath, and no leſs: But further, to. confirm my Argu- 
ment, I offer theſe Scriptures, by which you will ſee, that all the 
Promiſes were made to Believers and their Seed (without a word 
of creating Power added thereto ) Gen. iii. 15. where the Seed 
of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Head of the Serpent; and likewiſe God's 
promiſe to Abraham, was to him, and his Seed ; Gen. xiii. 15, 
16. Gen. Xvii. 6, 7, 8, 9. Gen. xxii. 17. 18. And thy Seed ſhall 
poſſe}. the Gate of his Enemies; and in thy Szed ſhall all the Nati- 
ons of the Earth be bleſſed ; Gen. xxxv. 11, 12. And God ſaid unts 
him, viz. Jacob or Iſrael, I am God almighty; be * and mul- 
tiply, a. Nation, and a Company of Nations ſhall be of thee, and 
Rings ſhall come out of thy Loyns , and the Land which I gave to Abra- 
ham and Iſaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy Szed after thee, will 
T give the Land, Mal. ii. 15. And did he not make one ? Tet he had 
the reſidue of the Spirit; and wherefore one? That he might ſeek a 
goaly Seed. Iſa. lix. 21. As for me this is my Covenant with them, ſaith 
the Lord, my Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which T have put in 
thy mouth, ſhall not * oat of thy mouth, nor out of the Mouth 
f thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth of thy Seeds Seed, ſaith the Lord, from 
hnceforth, and for ever. After all which, I would ſeriouſly ask theſe 
Men, if they really believe, That God would make his Promiſes 
to a Part of humane Nature, yea and to that Part, which ye call 
mortal, and corruptible ; but this only confirms their Error, in 
denying, that the Spirit comesby the Seed, and which I ſhall prove 
immediately, ſo as no Perſon (ho is not obſtinate in Ignorance, 
or hath (as S. G. M., ſaid) a Tertian Ague in his rational Soul) 
ſhall have Power to deny it: Another ridiculous Abſurdity that 
would neceſſarly follow, upon that erroneous Principle, { abſit 
blaſphemia ) that the holy, almighty, all-ſeeing, and al-wiſe 
God, doth attend,” and meet with, all the Children of fallen Man, 
at their Birth (the Children of all the Heathen, Turks, and 
Pagans, Indians, and Americans, as well as of the viſible Church 
not being excepted) yea and every Whores-Brat, begotten in 
Adultery, or Inceſt, or even Monſters and there creates a we 
| | | | nnn 
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holy Soul, and puts in each of them; which ( although nothing 


is poſitivel impoſſible to Omnipotency, yet com parativel this 
Work would be harder, and more troubleſome, in its Kind, and 
Nature ( ten thouſand times) than the creating all the Creatures, 
that received Life at the Beginning, for that was done in ſix _ 
Days; but this hath continued near Six thouſand Years already, 
and muſt do ſo to the End of the World: Which, undobtedly, 
the Al-ſeeing God would foreknow ; and therefore, would prevent 
ſuch a Task, and Confuſion, to ſpeak after the Manner of warn 
ordering and appointing (according to his Almighty Power, Wit= 
dom, and Sovereignty ) the aid natural Succeſſion of Mankind, 
to continue, and come by ordinary Generation, like other living 


Creatures; and it is no more wonderful to ſee this Order fixt by 
the unerring and infallible Counſel and Determination of Al- 


mighty God, nor his making Adam a reaſonable! Creature, al- 
though he was formed of the Duſt ,of the Earth, or Angels to 
hear and ſee, and converſe with one another intelligibly; who 
yet want organical Bodies, to lodge the Senſes and Faculties 
in; but that I may conclude this Point, I ſhall diſcover, that, 


' wherein the Ground and Cauſe of this Error lodgeth, and which 


hath ſpread it ſelf fo far, even amongſt ſome of the learned, as 
well as the unlearned ; which principally conſiſteth in this, vis. 
A wrong Definition or Apprehenſion of humane Nature, when 


it is perfected in the Perſons of Mankind: For the Queſtion is 


not, Whether or not a Body can beget a Soul, or if that which 


is immortal and incorruptible can be propogated, or produced by 
that which is corruptible and mortal (that being but a miſ-ſtating 


and perverting of the Queſtion, and Caſe now in Hand; for the 


true genuine and native Queſtion, is this, ( conſidering that Soul 


and Body ( before Union) are but eſſential Parts of humane Na- 
ture, being alone, but perfect and compleat humane Nature, 
they are not, until they be united; whereby they conſtitute one 
intire Nature in an individual Perſon ) whether or not our firſt 
Parents, being thus created, LIE natural Power and Capac 
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(with other Animals) to procreate and propagate their Kind and 
Poſterity unto all Ages, without a new creating Power added 
thereto, or why did God ſay unto them, be frauful, and multiply, 
and repleniſh. the Earth? if they had not a natural Power and ſuf- 
ficient Capacity therefore in their new created State; and (as 
was ſaid before) why are all the Promiſes to the Seed; and 
that Kzzes ſbould come out of Jacob's Loins, and that the fruit of Da- 
vid's Body ſhould ſit upon his Throne; is it not, becauſe God knew 
that, that Seed as it came from the Perſons of Mankind, ſo in 
Proceſs of Time, it would undoubtedly become ſuch Perſons of 
humane Nature, and that the World of Mankind was to ſubſiſt 
and continue fo to the End thereof, after the ſame Manner? 
For the Fruit, or Seed, or Body, or Spirit, or Life, or Soul, pro- 
ceedeth neither from the Body alone, nor the Soul alone, but 
from perfect humane Nature, confiſting of theſe two eſſential 
Parts, viz, Soul and Body,, and united into one Perſon ; which 
was God's Work of creating them ſuch at firſt, and which he 
ordained to continue ſuch, in their Poſterity to all future Ages: 
And whoever doubteth, either of the Power or Will of God, in 
ordering and appointing Adam's Seed and Poſterity, to become 
ſuch very Perſons as Adam and Ewe was when created; the) 
egregiouſly err, not believing the Power of God, and go very 
_ near the Border of Blaſphemy. And it would be obſerved, that the 
Glory of God was not diminiſhed by this voluntar Limitation of 
the Exerciſe of his creating Power, within ſix Days; when his other 


_ >glorious Attributes, viz. his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, Juſtice and 
Morey "together with his Omnipotence and Sovereignity, are all 
exerelitd in the Rule and Government, and abſolute Diſpoſal of 
theſe Creatures, and of their ſucceeding Generations, to the End 
of the World; but I hope theſe Opiniators, '( who deny that the 
Spirit is propogated, ex tradure parentum) will yet grant, that the 
Body attainethto Life (in the Womb) by an inherent natural Pow- 
er, | which if they grant, I ſhall ſeek no more to prove that to be 
the Spirit and Time of Life (ſpoken of before; J eee 
RV? ; CA | that 
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that humane Nature ever attains to, let them prove another if 


they can, and if they do it, then it muſt be a different Subſtante; 


and conſequently, a Man muſt have both a Spirit and Soul, which | 


is abſurd : Or that although God made Man at firſt perfect; and 


gavehim a preceptive Power, o be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh 


the Earth and ſubdus it; yet ſo, as his natural Capacity of Procreati- 
on ſhould extend but to the one half of his humane Nature, (and 
that to the meaneſt and baſeſt Part thereof, ) and God his 


Creator, ſhould make up tlie other, and more noble Part, the 


Soul; as they ſhall multiply in the World, to the End thereof, 
by a conſtant creating Power: indignum auditu ! Oh what a mon- 


ſtruous Creature, do they (thus) make Man? Who, notwith- 
ſtanding; he was made Lord over the Creatures, and the Darling 


of his Creator, being made after his Image, yet they will not allow 


him an Equality of natural Capacity withthe reſt of the irrational 
Creatures; and which the crooked Serpent is endued with, ane 
all the reſt of the Animals, viz. to propogate his Kind, a Power 
which every living Creature is made capable of; even the © 
Beaſts of the Field, the Fouls of the Air, the Fiſhes in the Sea: 
Except Man; Ol be aſhamed of ſuch an unheard-off Error, Igno- 
rance and Deluſion, eſpecially Teachers of others, who are thereby. 
a Scandal to their Office and Profeſſion: But I am perſwadeg, 
nd unadviſed | 


that ſuch a . proceedeth from their implicite and unadviſed 
receiving thereof at firſt, without a due pondering and confider- 


ing the ſame, and placing it upon its true Baſis, and expoſing it 
to the cleareſt and trueſt' Light, by which it would be gerecded — 


and exploded for ever: Being againſt Senſe and Reaſin, ahd 


it ſelf. Is it a greater Wonder for God to make the Scul of Man 
immortal, which hath been united perſonally with a mortal and 


corruptible Body, than to make that Body immortal and incor- 


ruptible at the Reſurrection, as it is 1. Cor. xv. 525 631 54. 
As alſo the Body became mortal: rather from a moral thai à na- 
tural Cauſe, and Neceſſity; VE being the wages of Sin which do 
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the Light and ordinary courſe of Nature, and the very Scriptute | 


* * * 


1 
LA 


for the Will to act, until the Affections make choiſe of that which 
the Underſtanding repreſenteth to them as good ; as it is for the 
| Shadow to move before the Body; but this was but hiſteron pro- 
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not render Man incapable of the Exerciſe of his natural Power 
and Capacity, but only made him ſubject to Frailty and Mor- 
tality, Vanity and Change: His natural Induements, viz. his Fa- 


culties and Senſes, ſtill abiding with him undeſtroyed, and he 


unchanged, as to to his primitive natural Compoſiture, ſo that 
he had no need of any new _— Work, either to himſelf or 


his Poſterity, for the Conſervation of their Nature and Kind, as I 


ſaid before, nothing being more abſurd, than to think any ſuch 
Thing: But ſure it is, that the matchleſs preciouſneſs of the Price 


of the Souls Redemption, and incomparable Dignity, and Excel- 


lency of it's Redeemer, together with the glorious Ends for which 


it was created and appointed, doth ſufficiently demonſtrate its 


ineſteemable worth, yet ſo as to have its Succeſſion and Mul- 


tiplication by ordinary Generation, according to the Will and Ap- 
pointment of its firſt Creator: Neither is this more inconſiſtent 
las is ſaid above) with the Omnipotency and Soveraignty of God, 


who cauſed the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, than his raifing 
- A, ſpiritual and incorruptible Body of a natural and cor- 
ruptible Body, maketh that Body, fo raiſed and changed to 
- ceaſe from ever having had its original Being and Compoſiture 
from the duſt of the Earth, there being nothing impoſſible with 
God: To whom be glory for ever, Amen, Omnia vincit veritas. 
That Preacher ſpoke alſo of the Faculties of the Soul, where he 
placed the Will before the Affections: Whereas, it is but the 


executive Faculty; the AﬀeCtions going always immediately after 
the Underſtanding, and before . the Will, it being as impoſſible 


teron in the young Divine: He ſpoke alſo of the Conſcience and 
Memory, which ſome call Properties of the Soul, and ſome Con- 
comitants with the other Faculties thereof, which 

one and the ſame on the Matter; ſeeing all of them are the Souls 
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- Next, I would ask theſe Pc cans; what time the new 
created holy Soul is infuſed in the Body? Whether in the Womb, 
and before the Birth? Or at, And in time of the Birth ? Or immedi- 
ately after the Birth? As alſo what way, or by what means? 
Whether by the immediate Power and Work of God, (as was 
Adams,) Or if it be ſent by the Hand of Angels (for why may 
not Angels be imployed in carrying the Souls to the Bodies, as 
well as in receiving them out of the Body, and carrying them to 
Heaven, (as was Laxarus, ) but however way it be; e ſome 
of them have but a very ſhort Reſidence in the Body, for ſome 
Mothers have felt their Children move in their Womb, within 
an hour and leſs of the Birth, and yet been dead born; others 
have brought forth their Children alive, ( who were heard cry, 
and yet died within an hour and leſs: Now, one would chink, 
that the new created holy Soul, would have animated the Body 
and ſtrengthned it fo, as it might have lived for a long time, 
fas Adam did at his receiving of Life;) yea it one be expected, 
that the Soul, being thus created holy and perfect at firſt, ( for 
a created Spirit is not capable of growth and increaſe as a Bo- 
dy; might ſo influence tlie Body, ( in. which it was infuſed,) as 
to make-it immediately capable of exercing, not only its own 
Senſes, but alſo the Faculties of the Soul as Adam's did, and like- 

wiſe (being holy, ) it would ſanctify 1 Subject in 

which it entereth ; but this they are forced to deny; and it were 

their Intereſt to deny the other alſo, as being contrair to Scripture 
and to the Order and Power of Nature, inlfituted (at firſt) by the 
Creator, and is alſo oppoſite to natural Senſe and Reaſon. And /aftt;, 
It is down-right Limiting of the Power of God, and denying his 
Omnipotency, and revealed Will therein; (as is ſaid before,) which 
is undoubtedly LIPS of e accompanied with much 
Ignorance; as if God, (who ſaid ) let ms make Man in our Image, 
after our Likeneſs, could not, or would not order and appoint theſe 
Perſons of our firſt Parents, ( fo created, ) to increaſe and multi- 
ply by the ordinar Means of Procreation and Generation, FO 
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other Animals, ) without the leaſt Neceſſity of a new creating 


Power added thereto : - For, the Life, or Spirit, or Soul of Man, 
are all but one and the fame Subſtance- or Eſſence, in dif- 
ferent Names; and God's creating it immortal, ( being after 
his Image,) doth not hinder it's Propogation by ordinar Genera- 


tion (it being his Will to order ſo,) the ſaid Soul being but one 


Part of humane Nature; and not perfect, until it be united to the 
other eſſential Part, the Body, and thereby making one Perſon: 


By which Union humane Nature is perfected; and by which it 


is naturally capable to propogate its Poſterity and Likeneſs, con- 
ſiſting of ſuch Bodies and Spirits, ſo united into Perſons, as they 
were, who procreated them, and that t the End of World, with- 
out the Aid or Help of a new creating Power, to any Part of hu- 
mane Nature, as I ſaid before. Aud the Source, and Spring of 
this Error muſt proceed from rhe Ignorance of their own original 
and preſent Compoſition ; not conſidering that the Body is but the 
external efficient Inſtrument of en the Spirit or Soul, 
being the internal efficient Cauſe thereof, (without which the Body 
could not act, ) God Almighty being the external- efficient Au- 
thor and Cauſe of all, by ſovereign Power, Goodneſs. and Will, 
exerciſed thereanent; and I admire to ſee Church-Mea tainted 
with this Error of a Souls DOK reared after our firſt Parents, and 
any learned Man whoſe Office is to teach others, ſo obſtinate- 
ly tenacious therein, that if any Perſon uſed an Argument a- 
gainſt it; the next Day they would make it the whole Subject 
of their Sermon to belch out ſo many erronious Expreſſions in 
favours thereof, and malicious Reflections againſt that Per- 
ſon, that it is a Scandal to hear it: To conclude, I ſuppoſe 
a Sheet of Paper would not containe all the ridiculous Ab- 
ſurdities, that would natively follow upon that Erro. 
Pſal, Cxxxix. 13, 14, 15 16. For thou haſt poſſeſſed my Reins; 
thou haſt covered me in my Mo 1m | 
fearfully. and wonderfully made, marvelous are t 


Yorks ; and that 


my Soul knoweth right wel. My Subſance as not hid fom theeg whe 


other's Womb. I 720 7 e thee, for I am 
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Inas made in Secret ; and carioufly wrought In the loweſt Parts of the 


Earth, Thine Eyes did ſee my Subſtance, yer being unperfeft : And in 


thy Book all my Members were written, which in continuance were fa- 


fbioned.: When as yet there was none of them. No word of the created 


Spirit, which'de erved more Obſervation and Commendation, and 


Eſtimatipn. Note, Reader, he calleth all Things, me, and »»y Sub- 


ence, and I am, and I was made in Secret, and doth not call it 
his Body, but himſelf : Tt is a ſtrange ' Darkneſs and Deluſion * 
Men are under to doubt it : As alfo Þ/zl. li. 5. Bebold I was 24 
pen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive me. You ſee he 
does not divide his Being, but calleth his conceived Part, me and 


J, as comprehending; his whole Perſon. I inſtanced Mr. Baxter as 


to one Point, of his Opinion in this Subject; but becauſe a certain 
Gentleman was in a Difficulty how to be cleared in this myſte- 
rious Point, viz. That our Saviour ſhould receive the Perfection 
of his humane Nature in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, (who 
was a Daughter of Abraham ) and yet to be without Sin: There 
fore for clearing that Doubt, which alſo is aſſerted in Scripture by 
the Holy Ghoſt I ſhall refume all that Mr. Baxter faith upon it, 
which I hope ſhall be both clearing and convincing, not only to 
that Gentleman, but to all others who labour under that Doubt 
and Difficulty, which is as followeth, viz. That God ( meaning 
Chriſt ) the eternal Word of the Father, ſhould take to him the 
Nature of Man, is the moſt aſtoniſhing Wonder of all Gods 
Works: But having given us full Proof of it by his Spirit in his 
Doctrine, Miracles, and the ſanctifying of Believers, it is the Grand 
Article of our certain Faith: Yea, he giveth us to believe, as well 
as commandeth it, That God is moſt intimately near to all Men, 
3 all Saints, is no Wonder; for he is more than the 
Soul of the World, but his Union with the Manhood of Chriſt, 
is an extraordinary Conjunction, for extraordinary Work, tho? 


the Manner of it is above our Reach. It was not by turning the 


Godhead into Man, nor the Manhood into the Godhead ; nor 
doth the divine Nature loſe by it any of his Perfection or * 
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And he that ſeeth how the Sun doth, inſiuate it ſelf. into ſome 
Creatures as their very Life, and yet leave others lifeleſs, will not 


think it incredible, that God ſhould more nearly unite him- 


ſelf to Chriſt's 1 thn to others. We can hardly keep 
ſome Philoſophers from believing. that all Mens Souls are Parts of 
God; and yet as hardly get others to believe that God is ſo united 
to one Man as to make one Perſon. Yet we muſt in this Myſtery 
take heed what Notion we uſe, we muſt not ſay that the God- 
head is a Part of the Perſon of Chriſt, for God cannot be Part of 
any Thing, for he is infinite, and a Part is leſs than the Whole; 
and therefore not Infinite. Nor yet muſt we fay, That the God- 
head is the whole Perſon ; Part and Whole are not Words to be 
hereuſed; but God and Man are one Chriſt, as God and Creatures 
are one Univerſe of Being: And yet God is not to be called the 
Whole or. Part of that Univerſe, Nor muſt we think that the 
Godhead is inſtead of a humane Soul to Chriſt's Fleſh,. and that 
he hatl no other Soul; for he Nas pork Man, having humane 
Soul and Body, which the Godhea 

and was as a Soul to his Soul.; much leſs was the Godhead turned 
into Humanity, or any way altered. Chriſt was not generated as 


other Men are, but without Man was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
edivine effectual 


that is, by the Godhead operating outwardly by t al 
Will or Love, and eminently by the third Perſon in the Lune 
Yet is Chriſt rather called the Son of the Father, than of the Holy 


Ghoſt, becauſe the Father is the firſt in Order of Operation. Adam's 


Soul was created and not generated : Our Souls are generated 
and not meerly created of nothing; that is, God as the Fqun- 
tain of natural Being, giveth multiplied Efſences wholly. = 
himſelf, yet not as he firſt created Things of nothing, but by an 
incomprehenſible Influence on, and Uſe of the generating Souls, 
which, under God, have a Cauſality in the Multiplication ; but 
Chriſt's Soul was neither e enerated, nor meerly created; 
but was principally created, ſo far as it was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt; and yet there was a Participation of e 
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ly freed of that original and natural Corruption.” Mr. Banter hath 
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ſo far as there was a Concourſe I? the Virgin's Soul ; and by this 
wonderful Conception Chriſt was free both from the Guilt and 
Corruption of original Sin. For tho? he be called the Son of Da. 


vid and of Man, totally as a Man, and not as to his Fleſh alone, 
et was he not ſo by a proper and full Generation, as others are; 
t the. Spirit's creative Conception made him even as to his 
Humanity, more eminently the Son of God than the Son of Man. 
Mr. Baxter hath alſo another Paraphraſe, proving, That both Soul 
and Body cometh naturally from. the Parents, without any creat- 
ing Power added thereto, viz. The Chriſtian Belief hath three 
pringipal. Parts, that is, our believing in God the Father, and in 
God the Son, and in God the Holy Ghoſt; and each of theſe hath 
divers Articles; 1. All theſe Things muſt be anderſtoodt and be- 


lieved, viz.,, That there is one only God, in three Perſons, The. 


Hather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, who is an infinite, eternal, per- 
fe Spirit; à perfect Life, Underſtanding, and Will, perfectly 
2owerful, Wiſe, and Good, the firſt ficient, chief Governour, 


or final Cauſe or End of all; of whom, and through whom,” and 


to whom are all Things; the Creator, and therefore the Owner, 
the Ruler, and the Benefactor, and the End, eſpecially of Man. 
That this God made Adam and Eve in his own Image, under a 
perfect Law of Innocency, requiring perfect Obedience of them, 
on Pain of Death. That they broke this perfect Law, by wilful- 
Sin, and thereby fell under the Sentence of Death, the Diſpleaſure 
of God, the Forfeiture of his Grace, and of all their Happineſs. 
(now followeth the Word) viz. That all of us having our very 
Beings and Natures from them and their Succeſſors, derive Cor- 
ruption, or Pravity of. Nature alſo from them, and a Participati- 
on of -Guilt ; and theſe corrupted Natures are diſpoſed to all 
actual Sin, by which we grow much worſe, and more miſerable ;; 
whereas if we had our Souls or Spirits ( which are the better Parts 
of humane Nature) created to us of God, they would be ne- 
cęſſarly innocent, and fo holy; and thereby we would be natural-- 
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alſo a Similitude of this Kind — his Book, called Directions for 
getting and keeping ſpiritual Peace and Comfort, ſpeaking there 
againſt thoſe who will not believe they ha ve Grace, becauſe they 

Cannot tell the Day, and Hour, and Place, and Sermon, and 
when, and where they were converted, telleth, That Grace may 
be in the Soul, and the Beginning of it not known, gnor the 
Growth of it for a Time, and compares it to the Work of Na- 
ture, that firſt produceth the Matter, and then introduceth the 
Form; firſt producing the Embrio, before it introduceth a rational 
Soul; and no Child knows the Time or Manner of his own For- 
mation, Vivification, or Reception, of that Soul; and when he 
doth make a Reflection upon it, it muſt be agreeable to Truth and 
Scripture, and not Mens Conjectures, and groundleſs Apprehen- 
ſions, contrair to natural Senſe and humane Reaſon, making Man 
a Monſter, by having one Part of him always begotten, and the 
other Part always created; there being nothing more ridiculous, 
there being not his Fellow in all the Creation; ſo I think few 
Believers can ſay, juſt ſuch a Day or at ſuch a Sermon I became 
a true: juſtified or ſanctified Man. 
Note Reader, that he ſaith Nature produceth all that, which 
Ibelieve as really as the Light of the Sun ſhineth upon the World, 
d not God immediately; ſo hath God ordered Nature in its 
urſe, to accompliſh the Being of Man unto all Generations, 
both Spirit and Body) in and from its own Power which God 
endued it with at firſt, as he did in the Being of all the reſt of 
the Animals, without deſigning or needing any Aſſiſtance, or Ad- 
dtion of a new creating Power thereto; and whoever doubteth 
this, they ſo far doubt of the Omnipotency and Ar ſufficiency of 
God's Power and Wiſdom in the creating of Man, as if he could 
not make Man's Spirit or Soul (which is all one) immortal, 
becauſe it comes by ordinary Generation, which Opinion (as 1 
{aid before) ſavours of Blaſphemy, and ſetting of Limits on the 
holy One of Iſraei; it ſets well indeed a parcel of young Men 
allowed to come into the Chair of Verity by virtue of Ordination. 
and then there is nothing ſo intricate in the whole Scriptures of 
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God, but they ſuſtain Pn. IP 11 competent 'to diſcover it, an d 


put their Gloſs upon it, which very often is but a Gueſs or Con- 


jecture, and ſometimes oppoſite to the Meaning of the Spirit of 
God : All which I have heard my ſelf, and when told of it, they 


fly all Fire, more than the Archbiſhop of Canterbury would do, 
if any Man convinced him of a Miſtake, as if they were Men 
indued with Infallibility after Ordination; but yet I would have 
them to conſider, That Sanctification is not ſo natively and in- 
ſeparably joined to Ordination, as it is to Juſtification ; ſo that 
except 1t be added, or continued ( having been in the Soul be- 
fore J by the Spirit of Grace, they wlll be found but Strangers to 
that Myſtery : Neither do I know any Perſons that ſhould ſuſpect 
their own Sincerity more than Miniſters, becauſe there is not a 
Word they ſpeak in the Pulpit, (and the moſt Part of their Work 
is but Lip-Labour ) nor a Step they make in all their Office, but 
they are well paid for it before hand, being made both gentle 


and rich, (when admitted to the Office) whereas for the moſt 


Part, they were neither before ; and others in the Church ſhall 
hardly be able to perform any Part of Religion or true Godlineſs, 
but they ſhall be Loſers by it ſome way or other. It is therefore 
no Wonder that there is ſuch a thronging for a Kirk, eſpecially by 
the Sons of the Vulgar, becauſe of the Conveniencies and Gain 
that followeth it, ſo as one would think that Preaching and the 


Office of a Miniſter was become a Trade, and is better than ſer- 


vile Work: And here I muſt blame the Gentry of our Nation, 
who doth not make it more their Study to breed their Children 


for the Miniſtry, which is an Office both holy and honourable, 


and not let the Sons of the loweſt of the People have the Power 
and Government of a whole National Church, which makes'it 
deſpicable in the Eyes of Strangers; their being none of Note 
or - Intereſt to repreſent her in the Day of her Difficulty, ( it is 


quite otherwiſe with the Church of England, her Church Officers 
being related to the beſt of that Nation, and are generally the 
moſt learned, diſcreet, beſt bred, charitable, pious, zealous, and 


every way the beſt qualified of the Nation) whereas our upſtart 
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Dommies, fo' ſoon as they attain to Ordination, inſtead of be- 
coming humble, and ſeriouſly concerned, how to diſcharge that 
great Truſt they are engaged to, you will ſee Elevation of Spirit 
in their Countenance the very Morrow thereafter, which plainly 
diſcovers what has. been the principal: Motive of thein Deſign 
therein; and although ( before that ) they would have been glad 
of a Gentleman's bringing them into his Converſation, but behold, 
immediately after, they think themſelves as good as the Laird, and 
the meaner the Extract is, the vainer is the Perſon raiſed ; I pro- 
feſs no ſufficient Knowledge how to remeid ſuch an Inconve- 
niency in our Church, ſo asſhe might be provided of Men; both 
indued with the Spirit of God, and likewiſe come of the beſt of 
the Gentry : But I ſhall give. the Reader my Thoughts there- 
anent, and I am confident, that ſeeing this cannot prejudge any 
Perſon that are already ordained within the Church, they can- 
not but approve of it, except their degenerate Spirit iacline them 
more to ſuch a Succeſſion of mean People, to be ſtill in the 
Church, nor their Love to the Honour and Dignity. of the Church, 
which they ſhould certainly prefer; and I doubt not but there 
are many amongſt them who are ſo generouily principled. The 
Method then is this, vzz. That in the Sub-diviſion of the Re- 
venues of the Church, or Stipend for Church-Men, X which is 
all one ) there ſhould be in every Presbytery Benefices (called 
Prizes.) which ſhould be where a Nobleman has his Dwelling- 
Houſe, or at the Head-Burgh of every Shire, or the Proprietar 
of the Place, or any other conſiderable Town where there is 4h 
ordinary Occaſion of Mens converſing together, and this Allow- 
ance ſhould be the Double of what private Congregations hath laid 
upon them; and therefore the Perſons preſented to ſuch Conpre- 
gations ſhould be Men of eminent Learning and Breeding, and 
ſhould be traveled, and know the Converſe of the World, and 
with other Churches, ſo as they may be capable to entertain the 
beſt of the Nation, being ſeen in omni ſcibile, relative to Godli- 
neſs and good Manners, and thereby certainly the Sons of the 
Gentry would come in; becauſe none of the Yeomendry ac | 
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there; and becaulc it is to be feared, That theſe Patrons, or In- 
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Burſers, and half browns up out of Charity; and withal, if there 


get the Offer of two, where one will ſerve them, e 
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corporations of Towns will not Wal to add a further Burden upon 
themſelves, than what is already provided and allocate ; therefore 
by an Act of Parliament, (which the Aſſembly will certaialy com- 
Ply with) theſe reſpective Nobility, Barons, or Heretors foreſaids, 
Way be authorized to make and eftabliſh this Change and Order to 
.contique-in our Presbyterian Church in all Time coming, Nemine 
_ -#ontraaicente; and here I cannot paſs the Sacrilege this Nation is guil 

of in robbing the poor Church of a Part of theſe Teinds that 

ere once mortified to her, by which ſhe might have been cap- 

; Able to have encouraged the beſt of the Gentry, to have courted 

her for Admiſſion; into her Service, that is to ſay, If all the Ex- 

creſcent Teinds in Scotland, had been left to her Diſpoſal, (which 

certainly in the Sight of God they ought to have done ) and who- 

ever hath medled with them, and inhanced them to themſelves, 

have robbed the Church in ſo far, and are guilty of Sacrilege; 

and certainly there ſhould be an Act of Parliament for reſtoring 

f them to the leaſt Farthing, as ever they would expect the Bleſſing 
ö of God, or evite his Judgment therefore. 1 
I his hath been a long Digreſſion, but I could hardly get by it, 

falling ſo neceſſarly in the Way, and being a Relative of what 

was in Hand, becauſe both Truth and Error concerneth a Church, 

and eſpecially the Church- men thereof; and although I ſhall be 

far from dictating to them of whom I ſhould receive Inſtruction, 

yet I hope they will allow me a Judgment of Diſcretion, in theſe 

Things that I will prove from Scripture, as clear as the Sun gives 

Light when in its Meridian Height: But to keep all Things in 

their preſent State, without diminiſhing or changing any of them, 

leaſt ſome ſhould be diſpleaſed therewith, the true and moſt ef- 

fectual Way of making up of the foreſaid Prizes, would be to 

allocate and mortify the Biſhops Rents throughout the whole King- 

dom, as far as they will extend, having the Authority aforeſaid in- 
terpoſed thereto, and chen no more Biſhop, ſince no more Rent. 

But to return to the Soul of Man, Mr. Ower faith, That the 


moſt eminent ſuſtantial Union in Things natural, is that of the Soul 
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not perſect humane Nature, nor is the Body; but it is the conſe- 
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aud Body conſtituting an intioidda] Pon For firſt, the Soul and 
Body are fo united, as to conſtitute one intire Nature, The Soul i 
quent of their Union. Soul and Body are eſſential Parts of humane 
Nature, hut compleat humane Nature they are not, but by vertue 
of their Union. 24h, The Union of the Soul and Body doth con- 


» 
y 


ſtitute that Nature, which is made effentially compleat thereby, 


even a new individual Perſon with a Subſiſtance of its *own, 


- 


which neither of them was, nor had before that Union. 344% 


Soul and Body are united by an external efficient Cauſe, 'or tlie 
pl 


Power of and not by the Act of one of them upon another. 
4thly, Neither Soul nor Body have any perſonal Subſiſtance be- 

fore their Union. Acts xvii. 26. Paul faith there, And bath made 

of one blood all Nations of Men for to dwell on all the Face of the Earth, 

and bath determined the Times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
Habitation ; ſo that ſtill the Queſtion is not, if the immortal Suk 
cometh from the Body, or the Body from it, for neither of then 
come from the other, but from God the Creator, and there is fd 
natural Difference in God's creating Man, and the reſt of the\ 
Animals, except as to the Image of God, after which Man Was 
created, and the Quality of his Spirit; but yet ſo as to have their 
natural Succeſſion like other Animals, without a new creating” 
Power, Gen. xvii. 13. Aud my Covenant ſball be in your Fleſh for an 
everlaſting Covenant, and ſtill it would be remembered, That” 
this Fleſh or Body of Man became ſubje& to Mortality by a2 
moral or civil Cauſe, and not by a e and natural one. Ar. 
Havel acknowledgeth that the Hebrew, the Greek, and Caldaicſt 
Word agree in one as to their Etymology of the Soul, all ſigni- 
fying to Breath, to Which J agree alfo, becauſe the Scripture faith 


ſo, and yet in his very next Word of it, he ſeems to differ from 


the Scripture, and aſſert a Notion of his own, in theſe Words: 
Not that the Breath is the Soul, but denoting the Manner of its In- 
fuſion by the Breath of God, and the Means of its Continuation 
in the Body, by the Breath of our Noſtrils: Let all that —_ 


did, was infuſing the Breath & 1.3 ind Man, that he had 

bormed out of the Duſt of the Ground, . whereby Man became a 

| Tiving Soul, God having ſaid he would make Mag after his own. 
nase n0 doubt but his Body Was ſbappen, io as upon receiving: 
the Spirit, it was capable to exerciſe Reaſon, and Things above: 
the Capacity of other, Animals; but he ſays, the Soul is not a 
Qualicy in the Being, but an eſſential Part thereof, which Fam 
content of, if he'll allow the Soul, and Spirit, and Life to be the 
fame Subſtance, and thereby the Spirit being ſometimes called 
the Soul, becauſe of its Rationality, and fuper-eminent - Ex- 
cellency above the Spirit of other Animals; for as I faid before) 
the Scripture;doth not ſay, That the Lord God. formed the Body. 
of Man, but Man, out of the Duſt of the Ground, neither is, it. 
Taid, That God created a Soul or Spirit, and infuſed in him, but 
Only breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, by which Man 
became a living Soul. Now why are Men wiſe above what is 
Written, to make Commentaries. from the Scripture, that is not 
warranted by it? why did he ſay, Increaſe and multiply, and ge- 
eniſh the Earth; as if God had not known that he had made 
them capable to do ſo, without any creating Power; and why is 
Adams Sin imputed to his Poſterity, if they derived not their 

whole Being from him, by the Appointment of God; ſurely Gd 

would have made a Diſtinction in his Word betwixt that which 
Was to procceed from Adam, in his fallible and (atter ) his lapſed- 

State; and would have declared the one to be ſubject to Mortali- 
tw and Miſery, becauſe of - Sin, and the other to be only capable. 
3 of Life and Holineſs, becauſe of Innocency: But theſe two Op- 

| polites could never have lodged in one Sudoject and Perſon, for 

Dy Adam's Soul and Body were active in his Sin, and therefore 
both muſt be paſſive in his Puniſhment, which all his Poſterity - 
were liable to, had not the Mercy of God in Chriſt prevented the 
fame. This Doctrine, and this only is agreeable, and moſt 
agreeable to Senſe and Reaſon, to the Power and Order of Na- 
ture, and to the Scriptures themſelves, and likewile to the Co-- 
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venants of Works and Grace therein revealed and d | 
even the Covenant of Redemption conſiſteth of Che 5. 
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ture, in the Perſon of the Son of God Which ineffable AQ of Divine 
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Power and Goodneſs, conſiſteth in the Perſon of the Son of God, his 
aſſuming our Nature, and taking it into a perſonal Subſiſtance 
with himſelf : So that the divine Nature aſſumed the Humane, but 
not e contra, and altho they be thus united in the Perſon of the Son 
ol God yet they abide ſtill two diſtinct Natures, without Mixture, 

Confuſion, or Change for ever; where he aſſerteth, That neither 

our Soul nor Body have any perſonal - Subſiſtance before their 
Union one with another : But the fole Foundation of the Union 
of the two Natures of Chriſt, in the Perſon - of the Son, of God, 
was his _ a Self-ſubſiſting Perſon from Eternity; and that 
Union was affected by that Act of the Divine Nature aſſuming 
the Humane: And altho' the Perſon of Chriſt as God and Man, 
be conſtituted by this Union, yet his Perſon, and individual Subſi- 
ſtance, was perfect antecedently thereto ; for he did not become 2 
new Perſon, only that Perſon aſſumed another Nature into per- 
ſonal Subſiſtance with it ſelf, which had neither Subſiſtance nor 
Perſonality before the ſaid Union; neither doth that Union con- 
ſtitute a new Nature, that either was not, or was not compleat 
before, but each Nature remains the ſame perfect, complete Na- 
ture, aſter this Union, without Mixture or Confuſion: So that in 
All the Mediatory Actions of Chriſt, we are to conſider, Erſt, 
The Agent, and that is the Perſon of Chriſt. 241y, The immediate 
Principle by which, and from which the Agent werketh, and 
that is, the Natures in the Perſon. zah, The Actions, which are 
the effeQuual Operations of either Nature. 4005, The Effect or Work, 
with Reſpect to God and us; and this relates to the Perſon. of 
the Agent, the Lord Jefus Chrift, God and Man, being his. 4po- 
reieſma; and blending of the Natures unto one common Prin- 
ciple of Operation, { as the compounding of Mediums into one 
End ) is ridiculonſly ſuppoſed in this Matter. 


The Reaſon of this Digreſſion, is, becauſe I did really hear a 
Eresbyterian Miniſter (WhO was of very good Eſteem in the 
Church, and had the Charge of a Congregation) ſay, That if a 
Body and Spirit did not make up a Perton, ( ſpeaking of the hu- 
e : mane. 
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mane Nature of Chrift ) he did * underſtand it; and yet Me. 
Omen aſſerteth otherwiſe, and which I am ready to believe, althe? 
there are ſome Things thereanent, that are rather to he betieved,than 
comprebhended by humane Reaſon : And I wiſh all our Miniſters 
ed his Opinion thereof, wich ſuitable Conſideration, and De- 


liberation: For I fear there are not a few, in this Church, great 


Strangers to that Myſtery, that if they were ſuddenly attacked 
upon it, might find Difficulty to rid Marches thereanent. I will 
not preſumè to entertain curious Thoughts (let be Queſtions”) 
anent that ue Subſtance, which was conceived by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, and nourifhed 


iſhed, that ſhe ſhould: be delivered, ſhe brought forth her firſt 

rn. Son, which certainly behoved to be humane Nature aceord- 
ing to the holy Scriptures. Teſtimony thereof, as Gal. iv. 4. Am 
when the fulneſs of Time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a 
Woman, made under the Law; and by this his taking on him the 
Seed of Abraham, ( and not the Nature of Angels) 1s manifefted'; 
by which alſo the greateſt Dignity is put upon humane Nature, 
even beyond its being created after the Image of God, becauſe m 
the one, Man attains to ſome Degree of likenefs to God; but 
here God aſſumeth a likeneſs ro Man, by aſſuming his Nature into 
a Perſonality with the Divine; and this we ought to believe with 
a holy Confidence and Admiration, and yet without Preſumption 
or Curioſity, but according to Scripture Warrant, have it the 


- . her until the Time of Life, and when the Days were accom- 


Ground of our Faith, that it may be the Salvation of our 1 


according to all that is revealed to us therein. Mr. Owen inſi 

upon this Subject at large, and declares the neceſſary Congruity 
and Similitude that was to be betwixt the humane Nature of 
Chriſt, and the Nature of Adam, that therein he might ſatisfy Di- 
vine Juſtice, juſt ſo as Adam had provoked it by Sin, and alfo 
hoy defeat and overcome Satan, in the very Parallel, Nature 
and Way, as Satan had overcome our firſt Parents; and there he 
gives a full DeduCtion of the ſuitableneſs that was required, and 
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proper in all our Saviour's Works of doing and ſuffering, through- 

Out the whole Work of our Redemption, until his triumphin 
and Glorification; wherein Mr. Omen is ſo full, diſtinct, and par- 
ticular, that there is ſcarce a Circumſtance in the firſt Adam's 
Fall, and Nature thereof, but our Saviour doth parallel it in his 
ſufferipg, and fatisfyiog therefore; which Account I wiſh every 
Man would read; whereby they would have a greates Confidence 
as to what they may, and are to believe concerning the ſame, and 
Would find no Neceſſity of Scruple or Fear thereanent, where the 
Scripture is ſo full and didtinc, and all of it antecedently deſigned 
and determined by the Almighty God, That his Son ſhould be made 
perfect by Suffering: So that he that through Fear or Ignorance di- 
miniſheth any Part thereof, being Chriſt's State of Humiliation, 
doth derogate lo far from his Glory, in his State of Exaltation, the 
Croſs being the Way to the Crowyn; and he being an Example 
and Leader to all his Saints to follow him that very Way to their 
eternal Life, v. Through many Tribulations to enter the Kjngdom of 
Heaven. Mr. Baxter ſeemeth to differ from Mr. Durham anent 
the Difference betwixt common and ſaving Grace; and yet after 
Trial, and comparing the Expreſſions of them both thereanent, 
there may be a Reconciliation ſound enough on both Sides. Mr. 
Baxter ſaithi, it conſiſts in the Degree, and uſeth to begin in com- 
mon Grace, and fo. proceeds by Degrees till it come to ſpecial 
ſaving Grace, and compareth it to t e weging..of Things in a 
Ballance; and Grace and Corruption contendeth, until the Spirit 
of God * the caſting Degree of Grace, by which the Soul is 
perſwaded, and made willing, to accept of Chriſt, and the World 
1s rejected; which before that caſting and prevailing Thought, 


. 
* 


ſuggeſted by the Spirit of God, the World was ſtill entertained, 

notwithſtanding all the Convictions, and Remorſes going before 
that, and at which, if the Spirit of God had left the Man, he had 
neyer come further, but only had been (with Agrippa) almoſt a 
Chriſtian ; even as the Light of the Morning is as truly Light of 
a true Kind ( altho of the ſmalleſt Degree (as when the Sun is 


Up; 
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up, but yet not ſufficient to ds a Traveler his Way, until it pre- 
vail over the Darkneſs: His Words are, That there is a ſpecifical 
moral Difference, tho? grounded but in a gradual natural Diffe- 
rence, yea and that one Grain ofthe Spirit's working, which 
turns the Will in a prevalent Meaſure for Chriſt, ( together with 
the Illumination neceſſary thereto ) deſerves all thoſe Elogies, and 
high Titles that are given it in the Word; ſo great a Change doth 
it make in the Soul; well may it be called the new. Creature, born 
of the Spirit, the Workmanſhip of God, the new Life, yea the 
Image of God, and the divine Nature. Now conſider whether 
the Difference lieth in the Nature of the Work, or in the Deſign 
of the Spirit in that Work, when: one Man is convinced, but 
never converted, and others both convinced and converted by the 
ſame Means, and at the ſame Time; and whether it is called 
ſaving. from the Nature of the Grace and Operation, (as Gold 1s 


from Braſs!) or from its Efficacy as ſaving, or not; for if it difler 


in Nature as Braſs from Gold, then all the Operation of the Spirit 
cannot do, (which I am not apt to believe) but if it be only 
different as to Efficacy, (but the ſame Worker, and Work in. 
Kind) then that Efficacy muſt conſiſt in the Degrees, becauſe if 


the Iron be-bluat, and reſiſted, give the more Strength; for I ho 


ye will not let it depend on that frail and fallible Subject, or O 

ject, viz, Mortal Man to caſt the Ballance ; and our Saviour's 
Words, If an; Man lave Father or Mother better than me, is not wor- 
thy of me, ſeemeth to look like a Difference in Degree, bur yet I 
think it is alſo. in Kind, becauſe Love to Chriſt. mult be ſpiritual, 
whereas Love to the World mult be natural; and to ſpeak truly in 


the Matter, undoubtedly. they differ both in Kind and Degree, 


and doth certainly reciprocate, ſo that both Mr. Durham and Mr. 
Baxter are right; the firſt being for the Kind, and the laſt for the 
Degree of ſaving Grace. Mr. Banter faith, That the beſt Sign of 
ſaving Grace, is, a Perſon's h bitual preferring the Intereſt of Jefus 


Chriſt ( in their Soul) to the Intereſt of the Fleſh, and the 


World, which certainly is moſt ſound. And altho' ſome: of our 
» | young 


[ 1 | 
young Divines ſpeak J 4 Baxter on this Head, ( altho 


Mr. Durham ſpeaks moſt charitably of him, thinking his Meant 
is better nor his Expreſſion) * ſuch I ſay, many one — 
of Robin Hood, that never ſhot in his Bow ; I fear it would faſh 
their Bow-Hand to come to his Garters in Divinitix. 
It was once reported of Mr. Baxter, That he had ſome 
Errors and different Notions concerning juſtifying Faith 
aud univerſal N which he thereafter was convinced 
of, and deſignedly ſet out a Book of his own making, ( called 
Baxter contra Baxter ) wherein he refuted all his former Errors, 
and came to a ſound and folid Reconciliation with the reft 
of his Presbyterian Brethren in Exland, and wrote ſeverals Books 
of Divinity, in which there is not one Article quarrelable ; althe? I 
know there are ſome of our Divines to this Day, who cite him, and 
prints him as unſound and differing from the received Principles 
of our Presbyterian Church: And yet I doubt not but if he had met 
with ſuch, he could have defended himſelf, and proven himſelf as 
ſound a Divine as themſelves: It is not ſo eaſy ſor a Presbyterian 
Miniſter to live beſide an Epiſcopal Church, without the leaft 
Communion or Fellowſhip with them, ( eſpecially when th 
have Authority on their Side; and the other hath but a Permi 
ſion, yea even in the Point of Duty at ſome Time, let be Ne- 
ceſſity ) as when there is no ſuch Occaſion or Temptation: 1 
ro that there is never a Warrant for ſinning, nor ſhould any 
eceſſity comply with it; but in the Point of Chriſtian Fellow. 
ſhip, and occaſional Communion (where there is no Unſound- 
neſs in the rine, nor Impurity in the Sacraments) I do think. 
that Providence may hie & nunc give a Warrant and Call for 
ſuch Fellowſhip, for to the pure all Things are pure; whieh is the | 
Caſe here: And as to the Error of Government in them, is what 
they do not meddle with at that Time, nor homologate by that 
Deed. Mr. wy po ay invited and cauſed Biſhop Uſber to preach 
in his Pulpit at Anwoth, when he had come from Ireland, and 
lodged with him all Night as he was going to England 8 5 
. | | 55 by 
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Dur Catechiſm hath a very 8 and comprehenſive De- 
nition of Sin, calling it any want of 8 unto or Tran{- 
greſſion of the Law of God: And to explain it further; it began 
with, and continued in our firſt Parents, their degenerating from 
the Exerciſe of the Fear of God, (and from the Love of what was 
Spiritual and Holy in the righteous Law of God) unto the Love 
of what was carnal and vain, and forbidden by the ſaid Law, 
(and therefore ſinful,) and from that it was juſtly called a Fall + 
and from which Sin and Miſery Mankind could never recover 
themſelves, without the regenerating Power of the Spirit of God : 
Which only the Ele& are made Partakers of, and even in this Life, 
altho they be truly thereby ſanctified,) yet never perfectly in 
Time; but that Oppoſition of corrupt Nature to the Grace of 
God, liveth and acteth in them to the Day of their Death. Its 
true, that in ſome it is lefs powerful and prevalent than in 
others, which- proceeds from, and depends upon the Meaſure of 
Grace given unto them, and this is called the ſpiritual Warfare, 
or the Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the 
Fleſh, as it is in Gal. v. 17. Which Corruption is fo inherent in 
our Nature, and adherent to all our Actions that the-moſt emi- 
nent Saint on Earth, was never altogether free of it, being fo in- 
fectious and prevalent, and therefore we can expect no freedom 
from it, either as to its Guilt or Puniſhment, but by Faith, and 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, freely imputed to us; and by whiclt 
we are perfectly and for ever, freed from the condemning Pow-= 
er of the Law, and are put in a State of Grace, thro our bleſſed 
Redeemer, which Redemption is rhe Fruit and Eficacy of the 
electing Grace aud Love of God the Father, and applied to us 
by the quickning, inlightening, and ſanctifying Grace of the 
Holy Ghoft to our Sa wation, or the Law of the Spirit in the 
Mind, waring againſt the Law of Sin in the Members: So that a 
Perſon may know, whether it be Grace or Corruption tltat moveth 
in him, by the Nature of the Object he loveth, and this will never 
fail, that if the Object be Carnal, then it's Sin Can p 
| | pi: tua 
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ſpiritual, it is Grace, remembring this:always, that whatever be 
our Duty (whether from Law or Goſpel ) the whole Performance 
thereof, proceedeth from the Spirit of God, and not from our 
% ͤ ͤͤKKJ . ͤ ͤ 

I cannot go by the Hill-Men now-a-Days, who charge their 
innocent Brethren with that which they are really and practically 
guilty of themſelves, viz. Breach of Covenant, as if the eſſential 
Obligations, and Duties of that ſolemn League and Covenant, 
conſiſted in a formal, nominal, and external renewing thereof; 
and from that they charge this Church with the-ſaid Sin, and that 
both the Mioiſters - and People thereof, without conſidering the 
dangerous Error, and deep Guilt they are under, by making the 
Remedy (they chuſe ) worſe than the Diſeaſe, by their deſert- 
ing their own lawfully ordained Miniſters, and their innocent 
Chriſtian Brethren ; with whom they ought to maintain and 
keep up Chriſtian Fellowſhip ) but inſtead of that they run to the 
Hills, after Men whom they know not whence they are; and it 
is greatly to be feared that they are all under Roman Influence, 
and have their Encouragement and Miſſion from the Pope: For 
how could Men of Integrity, or Sincerity, or any Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, or who. have read the Scriptures, where Unity and 
Charity is ſo recommended and preſſed, preſume to obtrude them- 
ſelves upon planted Congregations, with lawfully ordained Mi- 
niſters, and there divide and ſeparate the ſaid People, firſt from 
their reſpective Miniſters, and then among themſelves, except 
they deſigned ſome other Thing than the Edification of, Souls; 
they look certainly like Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, who. come 
to ſcatter and: deſtroy the Flock, and. not to feed and defend 
them; and eſpecially, when the very A& it ſelf of ſeparating 
from the People of God, in. ſuch a well eſtabliſhed Church, 
is down right Breach of the Covenant, and particularly abjured 
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Diſcord, and not to Concord, to Separation and not to Union; 
and the moſt Part of their Doctrine conſiſts of Reflections, *agai 


derlings, (and even then it was not lawful, to invade any Fa- 
riſh. or Church planted by an indulged Presbyterian : But now 
when in Berz. is fully reſtored to its primitive Purity and Pow. 


er. viz. In Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, toge- 
ther with the Favour and Encouragement of both King and Par- 
liament, not only as much, but rather more than it was at the E- 
ſtabliſhment of the ſaid Covenant by Parochial Seſſions, 'Presby- 
reries, Syonds, and General-Afſemblies, with the Conſent and 
Encouragement of the Supream Magiſtrate ; and the Church is 
planted with Men of ſuitable Qualifications to their reſpective 
Offices. How can any Perſon, pretended Miniſter, or Member, 


beſo ungodly and wickedly Preſumptuous, as to ſow Diſcord or 


Sedition amongſt Chriſt's Members and Myſtical Body? They 
may profeſs to be ſent of ' Jeſus Chriſt, but ( as the Lord liueth j 
ay are of Satan ; and thus I prove it, the Spirit of God never 
differeth from the Word of God. But thir Mens Doctrine tends 
to Diviſion and not to Unity, to Hatred and not to Love, to 


the whole Body of the Nation, and railing upon the Miniſters 
2 


thereof, by which, they think to render t 0 deſpiſers of 
1 


the late gracious and glorious Revolution, and the ſignal Delivery 


that God wrought to his Church and People in this Nation there- 


by; and to make them forſake and deſpiſe the ſolemn Ordinan- 


ces of Jeſus Chriſt in his Church, and to poiſon their Hearers, 
(even as many as they can ſeduce with Rebellion and Atheiſm, 


and Hereſy, and Apoſfacy) which will undoubtedly terminate in 


their violating and profaning that ſolemn. League and Covenant, 
through the Advice of that ſchiſmatick, dividing, ſeparating, 
undermining, and deluding Company of theſe ſtrange Teachers, 


Emiſſaries of Satan, and ſent from Rome for that very Purpoſe ; 


and it's to be feared, That through a long Tra& of dark and 

erroneous Doctrine, ( which they only drink in from ele MID) 

their Hearers may be brought to 8 the very Fundament. 4 | 
2 | | | 0 
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wor. which this Phe: 'and di expect from the brian 92 
rant Vulgar, and by Which their Reputation would be muell jo 
covered 20 pu thi them; which before was almoſt ſunk in the 
of many that knew them. But this mercenary Motive preva d 
but amongſt a few of the „ Who alfa knew very well that Queen 
Anne had no Heart-Inclination to 1 * the Sanction againſt 
them, on that Head; but yet there Wete a Set t godly zea- 
lous Men a mongſt them, who (out of meer Conltience ) were 
doth againſt that ODath and the Union, as ; bordering with a Breach 

of the ſolemn Lea Lage and 8 which, yet, I could never 
ſee, (altho 1 profeſs my ſelf to be a covenanted Presbyterian 
Member of the Church 7 ode and did appear for it, when 
called); For, Firſt, We were only bound, ( according to our 
Power to reform 1 Englend, and therefore, ultra poſſe, non datur 
, and it is wy ir har EN our on Vineyard kept, 


220 thereb eftimon Gonftanc and Adhetence, 
Which is 1 WE 0 capable eſent. Moreover, England 
1 50 that Covenant, as we did, who did bind our ſelves to 
Model of Church Government, viz. Presbytery; 5 
— they ſware bur indefinitely; vis. tò reform accordi 
by beſt "Teliimed Churches, which they now call Ep iſcopal, 
— which they do defend by many ſtrong. I do not fay' — 2 
ſwerable ) Arguments; and one would that if Epiſco baer 
were lei ng an Church i in the World, it were neceffary in 
lona, iſt, je bi bo themſelves, are (ordinatly) the moſt | 
rned and g ful that urch, and ſome of them have 1 tered 
neem 1155 heir Religion- 24% They are oſten related both 
to Nabil and the beſt of the Gentry of = 55 ation, whereby 
there Intercl is ſtrongly 4 anarr hatin: „ They are Pri- 
vileged to fit in Pactiadient by which they Ra cable to ward 
of any Deſign or Overture againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt ; there- 
fore their Church is called the Bulwark of the. Proteſtant Relgias; 
1 kaving much to ab — it is little Won- 
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der they pretend to ſole . Ordination, and ſole Juriſdiction and 
Lordſhip over their Brethren, contrar to Matthew xxiii. '7, 8, 9 
105 11, 12, and the reſt of that Chapter: Notwithſtanding of all | 
which, I humbly differ from them. And rf, Becauſe there was 
nothing in that Covenant, which was not (antecedently) obliga- 
tory, Ich the Word of God, eſpecially as to the Church Govern- 
ment; © for n Example of our Saviour (towards his 
ing a Parity amongſt them, ſhould be a Stan- 
dard and Rule (for ever) to all Churches on Earth; for when they 


were ſeeking a Preference amongſt themſelves, he poſitively pro—- 


hibited the fame, (as locking like the worldly Preheminence, af- 
fected by tlie Children thereof) which ſhould not be amongſt 
them: And my Reaſon for it, is, that ſeeing Teaching and 
Baptizing, was all that our Saviour gave his Apoſtles, in Com- 
miſſion to exerciſe, (as that which was to continue in the Charch to 
the End of the World; ) and ſeeing every lawfully ordained Miniſter 
have thefe in Power and Office; why ſhould there be a Lordſhip 
or Preference, amongſt ſuch equally conſtituted Brethren, contrar 


to their Lord-Conſtiruent's Precept and Order; there can be no- 


thing in it, but Pride and Covetouſneſs; and therefore, they maß 
have the Gift of Knowledge, but the Grace of Love cannot be 
expected; eſpecially in Scotland, whete they fin both againſt Light 
and Vows: This being my private Opinion and Argument for 
Presbytery, which altho' agreeable to Scripture, yet is but little 
faid, of and concerning the Subject; therefore I will here fer 
down the Dictates and Opinio of another worthy Author, who 
_ 1 thereupon both ſoundly and at large, which is as fol- 
wetn. | | Re Kt ©, ; 7 
I. The Light of Reaſon, and the Nature of all humane Socie- 
ties, prove, that there ought to be a Government in the Church. 
III. As Moſes was faithful, as a Servant in the Houſe of Gov, 
in appointing a Government over the Jewiſh Church, accordin 
to the Patern ſhewed him; fo CHRIST, as a Son, was no — | 


faithful over his own {Houſe, Heb. iii. 5, 6. in appointing” a 
p LITTD | ; | » | i 28 partieu- 
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particular; Form of Gopergment therein. He hath fer ſome in 


he Church. / Apoſtles. 240, Prophets. 34% Teachers, 
— Helps, Governments. — i Cor. xii. 28. Whoever be un- 
derſtood by theſe r that God hath /z 
them in 4: Church. The Reyes of the Kingdom of Heayen 


are given to Church Officers, as Stewards in an Houſe, to open 


” 


and thut, to admit and exclude, Matth. xvi. 19. And a Power or 
uthority was given by the Lord Cuxisrt, the 9900 King and 
Head of his Church, to the Apoſtles, for Edification, às the End 
ol Church Government, 2 Cor. x. 8. Rulergare,, mentioned in 
Seripture, and ſuch as watch for Souls, Heb. xili. 7, 17. 1iTheſf. 
12. And Rules are given them for the fight Management of 
hy ir Truſt. It is tl erefore evident. . That CHR IST -hath 
tabliſhed a — Form of Government, in his Church. 240 
hat it is not left to the Will of civil Magiſtrates, to ſet up in tlie 
burch, what Government they pleaſe. For tho? the Magiftrat 
d nurſiag. Father, "be. x. 10 16. And as the Minilter o* 
Op for Good, Rom. x1. 4. Is to protect, defend and mains 
tain the Church, and to take Care, that all Things be done in 
the Houſe of the Go p of Heaven, according to Scfipture Pa- 
tern, as the godly Kings of old did in a civil Way; yet the pro- 
per, ſpiritual, internal and formal Power of Church Government, 
ts not given to the Magiſtrate, even tho 4, Chriſtian,; neither is 
be any where reckoned among Church Officers, to whom the Keyes 
Doctrine and Diſcipline are- entruſted. Nor did the Church of 
Cx x1sT want its Government, and, the Exerciſe thereof in all 
its Parts, before the Magiſtrate became Chriſtian, which was not 
till ahout three Hundred Years after CH AIST. CE: 
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III. This Government in the Church is committed by Chriſt to 


his-own Officers and Rulers, which he hath. /e in the Church, 1 
Cor. vii. 28. And God hath ſet ſome, . Oc. Ep. iv. 11. He 
gave ſome; Apoſtles— Theſe extraordinary Office-Bearers A- 
poſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts ing ceaſed the Government a 
Exerciſe thereof remains in Paſtors and Teachers, the ordina 


ſtand⸗ 
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mangos Officers, who muſt continue till their End be attaigeq, 
till che perfecting of the Body of Chriſt, that is, till Time ſhall 
be no more. Theſe are they who are exhorted to take heed to 
the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Over- 
ſeers, Acts Xx. 28. They; are called Stewards, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
Ampaſſadors, 2 Cor. v. 20. Rulers over you inthe Lord, x, 1 hell. 
V. 12. Their Qualificatiops are propos d. 1 Tim. iii. a, - 8. 
Iit. i. 6, — 10. And they are not only to Preach the Word, 
and Adminiſter the Sacraments, but to Ordain Miniſtets, x Tim. 
iv. 14. and authoritatively to inflict Cenſures, 1 Cor. v. 4. 1 
Im. V. 20. 2 „Siebe DIY 
IV The Lord Jeſus, hath committed both the. Keyes of Do- 
trige.and Diſcipline to all his Servants in the, Miniſtry jointly and 
like, That is, He hath equally entruſted them not only-withalife 
penſing Word and - Sacraments, but with the Power alſo of Gos 
verning the Church: They are therefore to Act in Parity ov 
with equal Juriſdiction, and none to uſurp Dominion, Prekeyz on 
Superiority of Power over others. Our, Lord checks the AﬀeQar 
tion of Lordſhip in his Minilters, It ſball not be ſo among gou, Mats 
XX. 26. He delivers the Keyes to them all alike, Jam xx. 21, 
23. And gives them their Commiſſion alike, Aat. xx, 195 
20. and they are to feed the Flock, and got to be Lords over 
God's Heretage, but in all Humility, to be ſubject one to another] 
1 Pet. v. 2, — 5. The Fewer | muſt be determined hy, the 
Greater Number. There muſt be a Subordination of Judicatot 
ries, but a Parity of Perſons; and all Superiority of Power ig 
contrary, to Scripture: For, 1½. The Name Biſhop or Overx 
ſeer is common to all Chriſt's Miniſters, Pil. i. 1. Tits i. 
7. 240. The Offree it ſelf, even the whole Epiſcopal Pod- 
er of Ruling and Governing, as well as of Preaching; is com- 
mitted to the Elders of Epheſus, Acls xx. £7, — 28. Who)ang 
called to over-ſee and feed the Flock. zaly Neither is tliere an 
different Commiſſion given to Frelates in Seripture, nor are they 
mentioned in any Catalogue di Church Officers, which the 


TIT 


rit of God had not omitted, if 1 had been ſet in the Churcli. 
4thly, The Ead of the Miniſtry, which is the PerfeQing of the 
Saints, and the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. iv. x2. Hath 
been and is attained without Biſhops over Miniſters, therefore 
there is no need of them. 5thly, The ADS; as alfo Timothy and 
Tis, were extraordinary Officers, and their Work, in ſo far as 
extraordinary, ceaſed with them. 6:hly, The Angels of the Church 
es; ( beſide that, many Things in the Revelation are to be ta- 
ken myſtically,) were not ſingle Perſons ? For he of Thyatira is 
ſpoken to in the Plural, Rev. ii. 24. But unto Joa I ſay, and the 
reſt in Thyatira. _ „„ | 4" We 
V. That there were Ruling Elders diſtin& from theſe who la- 
boured in the Word and Doctrine, 1 Tim. v. 17. Rom. xii. 6, 
7, 8. 1 Cor. xii. 28. And Deacons appointed to help Miniſters 
und Ruling Elders, in taking Care of the Poor, appears from As 
vi. To them, the Apoſtle directs, Phil. i. 1. and their Qualifications 
are ſet down, 1 Tim. iii. 8.— 14. From all which it is evident, 
That Presbyterian Government in the Church, and the Diſcipline 
thereof, are Chriſt's own Inftitution and Ordinance. 
VI. The preſent Queſtion about the Church's intrinſick Power, 
with Relation to the Meeting and Acting of her Judicatories, 
may be ſeen in what follows: 1/f, The Magiſtrate may not on- 
ly adviſe with Synods and General Aſſemblies, when they are 
met, but may, by his Authority, occaſionally, and pro re nata, 
indi& a General Aſſembly of the Church's Delegating and Nomi- 
nation, Ad Angoſ 27. Seſſ. 23. Gen. Aſſ. 1647. 2. The General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland hath a lawful Privilege to 
meet once a Lear at leaſt, or oftner pro re nata; the Place and 
Time of their Meeting being ſignified to the Magiſtrate, 4% 114 
Parl. 12. Ja. 6. 3. The Church of Scotland (as every other Church 
of CHRIST) hath an Intrinſick Power, or an Inherent Right, 
to meet in a General Aſſembly, as often as the Neceſſity of the 
Church doth require, Time and Place being firſt ſignified to the 
Magiſtrate, in order to the obtaining of his -W 
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ters Eeeleſiaſtical to be handled by them. 
that, Jecing that Nation once made it a great Grievance: betly 


that'they would reform as near the Church of Scotland; and the 


Nute, all yet be eaquired after by Alipighty God and nc 
3 ; | n ny 3 — Snggits 


| 3 bf | i ' | 
Pfgt ev hichi: Being en and the Exigence of the 
Cfſureh ſd requiring, it is their Duty to -meetz the“ they ſhoule 
ſaffer for ſo doings. 3. The Meeting of the Aſſembly is not to bs 
poſtponed or delayed by the Procla mation, or other Act of the 
Magiſtrate: They are to continue, when met, until ſuch Aﬀairs 


cf the Church, as ſhall happen to come before them, be fully e- 


pede ; and their Adjournments de dis in diem, during 2 
of an Aſſembly, is in their own Power and Ordering, (Otherwiſe 
the Magiſtrate ſhould have a Negative upon tliem 5 As alſo this 


Intlict ion of a ſubſequent Aſſembly belongs to them, they in Duty 
aAcqualming ie Ma | ; 
coneluging e he fame. 5. Matters conaluded by the Church, do 
carry their fu. Eccleſiaſtical Authority and Obligation upon all the . 
Members of the Church, albeit they 1 


giſtrate therewith, if preſent, / before theis. 


hotWatwant the Cieil Zara 
tion; And no Church Judicatory ouglit to be rüsteten 


* * * 5 


There is one Thing I cannot comprehend in that High Church, 


to Church and State) to have Arch-Biſhops, and Biſhops, and 
all the reſt of that Chierarchical Order in the Kingdom, am gde 


heft reformed- Churches abread as could be, ( as the Preface to 


the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith doth fully and clearly der 
cla re) and thereaſter came to ſuch a Degree of the ſame, that tis 
folemnly and particularly abjured Prelacy with Popery in the fox . 
kmn'Leagie ;'and altho.they were indefinite as to the Reformiae 
tion, ad ſolemn Engagement thereto; Jet to bring back and 


re-eſtabliſh Prelacy again, without manifęſtPerjury upon the Natis 
on and Church it ſelf,is what I want to know;bur I think the Bees 
muſt {ee to that, for it paſſes my Pater- Nuſter; Lonly ſpero pro lim 
that the Breach of that ſoſolemn Engagement being both voluntai 
and legal, and that by both the Repreſentatives of Church and 


the 


— 


the Breach. of ĩt, but aſt the Bloo PUP pu revenged on the 
Guilty, Exel. xvii. 15. Shall he proſper ? Shall he eſcape that doth 
ſuch Thiogs? Or ſhall he break the Covenant, and be delivered ?. 
To take back a divorced Woman was expreſly forbidden in [/rael; 
Þ is it with abjured Prelacy, who are all Jacobites, and thereby 
without the fear of God (que talis) I will nay, PRs, Ain the, 
Grace of Election as to their Souls State, and — ſay, that the 
Covenant was compaſed by a Party in preſent Power, who 
impoſed the ſame on King and People againſt their Will; I ſay, 
the Thing was antecedently obligatory by Scripture, no help for 
it, ſor aſter Vows to make inquiry is not good Divinity; remem- 
ber the Covenant of the Gibeonites, (which altho' in its ſelf unla w- 
ful) yet the Breach of it as puniſhed in David's Days: And as 
to that adjected Clauſaſif being of the Communion of the Church 
of: Euglaud) ſhall any think that either King Wikan, or King, 
George thought themſelves ſo depending on the ſaid Church, be- 
cauſg thereot; as to hold the Crown of them upon that Account, al- 
the for Conveniencies ſake. they would not ſeparate fo from them, 
| Waker 2 Rupture of the Peace of the Kingdom on that Head as 
communicate with them, ſceing it might be lawful and ne- 
cells ro loco & tempore; But {till fo that the original and foun- 
damental Right is from the N Power in the Parliament, 
the Repreſentative of the whole Nation, and not from a Party 
which the Lords Spiritual (only are) having their Riſe and Au- 


1 thority from a bare A& of Parliament 1661, when King Charles 


ad was reſtored, (there not having been a Biſhop left in Britain 
Tor 20 Years before nr: and altho' the Stratagem uſed. by Ge- 
deral Maut to bring in that Parliament to the calling home of 

the King Was, by his calling for the Solemn League and Covenant 
do ſee What Obligations the Nations ly under from it, where they 
found that they were obliged to maintain the King in his Adhe- 
Fence to the true Proteſtant Religion, Which General Mon ſo 
improved; that he and that Parliament agreed to accompliſh the 


Ane, which was immediatiy done, and the King called Home: 


But 


/ 


/ < 
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Bot fotwithſtandiog, of the LO. and con ROY fofttumen. 
aliry found in the aid "Covengne for that great Deſign, 5 al nd 
ſooner did che Parliament fit, but that ann King Charles 2 
declare that Covenant vatawful, and obliged all in publick Truft 
To take the ſaid Declaration, and re-eſtsB}fhed abjured 55 
) 


 tboth in Egland and Scotland, and what Perſecution aroſe again 
"the Adherers to the faid Covenant, (both in Britain ind relas: 
"will abide 1n Record to after Generations. There had been indeed 
a great Number of Sectaries in CormwePs Time and Army; (whe 
were alſo different frompant Breakers ot the ſaid penn) Which 
as the principal Cauſe of General Fairfaux's demitting and Croni 


* welPs ſucceeding to the Office, and through which he raiſed Himſelf 
o that great Power of Protectorſhip, all whom he ptotected and 


-encouraged 1 in his Army, they all profefiay great Godlinef under 
the Name of New Lights, but after a true Search and Scrutiny of 
their Principles, viz, Antinamians, Arminians, Anabd peſts, Soc i i- 

aus, Pelagians, Arians, Anteſabatgrians, Inde enterts, Quakers, Hi- 
bertinet,  Latitadinarians, Scepticks,  Nullifidea)ts, ' ith * 5 men, 

and many others not named, as ill as ſome Thod oderd e Papiſt, 4 
' worſe then ſome moderate Epiſcopalian, and who ſet” $0 {everal 

© Books, defending their Herefies, .viz. Mr. Goodwit,. Saltmgs 
+ Taylor, "Town and Hyvn, and many moe which Mr. Hebel 

id fa ily, anſwer and refute: © But the principal Thingto 
obſerves m all; theſe Things is, that When all their Ae ts 
for rheWPrinci 5 are fully conſidered” and wejg hed : it will 
found, that in ſo far as del differ from, or are Gates to the Do- 

Gila,” Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Goverament F the trüe 0 

anted Presby terfan Church of Scotland, And Sele K Confetti 10, 

Faith and Catechilns“ in ſo far, and in theſe very Ns 
Points, they tend to a Liberty to the Fleſh, and this never "all 8 
in ſo far as I ever heard or read of them; bd fo is it alio with che 
_*Popiſh. Doctrine and Epiſcopal Goyetnment, and the Hill-ri ns 


Separation from our {aid Church,” whoſe” Ontendings 2pd 
" Sufferings, are ill for more N N in che "_—_ * C6n- 
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verſation of her Members, which. they know, ( alot: {5 he net 
Meritoriou) yet its more acceptable. to God than the other; the 
one tendling to glorify God, and t e other but to pleaſe Man. . ? 
a the Thing yet more ſtrange, is, to ſee godly Men fo far 
differ in their Opinion and Judgment, as the Jurants and Non- 
Jurants do; for Tam truly of Opinion, That what Mr. Nx, 
aith'in that little Pamphlet, (called, Same Reaſons humbly offered 
hy the Engliſh, Oath of Abjuration ſhould not be impoſed on the Sub- 


ef 7 1 75 ejpecially Miniſters of the Goſpel there ) is 


Wund, and moſt defendable by him, in his own received Opinion 
thereof; and yet I doubt not, but theſe (Who have other 
Thoughts of the Meaning, and eſpecially . of the Parliament's 
"Deſi n of that Oarh.to the, Subjects of Scotland could take it in 
n Fall and Safety alſo; conſidering they do not imagine that it 
- Was ever any further inteaded than Allegiance to the Proteſtant 
© Succeſſor, and abjuring the Popiſh Pretender, as the firſt Entail 
to the Crown (to the Family of Hanover] doth teſtify ; where 
there was not a Word of Limitations, either upon the King or 
Subject to the Church of England, therefore cannot be binding 
Thereafter. And to ſpeak truly and ingenuouſly in the Matter, 
d Perſon, nor Church, nor State can bind or N another to 
{ 66 that which is Evil; to force, them they may, but to oblige 
them by unlawful Authority, they cannot ;. neither. 
© of Party, free of Sm, who thus ſubjects themſelves; 
Authority. For we know that it is better to ob Godggpn Map; 
_ = and that we had better ſuffer as ſin. The Officers of the Churc 
Baye an authoritative Commiſſion from Chriſt their Lord, to teach 
"is Doctrine and Word to the People, and when this is lighted, 
or diſobeyed, there is a double Guilt upon theſe Perſons, to Wit, 
"both for diſobeying what Chriſt commands, and likewiſe for 


© dcſpiſing the ſame when coming out of the Mouth of his ſent 


* Servants ; But if at any Time theſe ſent Servants ſhall add to, or 
. diminiſh from, ot alter, or innovate, or invert the Word and 
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from Subjection and Obedience thereto, becauſe Evilhath ng oy 
* thority, nor can Sin have any Warrant, herefore it is not in the 
Power of either King or Parliament, Church or General A- 
ſembly to alter, in the leaſt, the Will of God in his Law, or the 
Mind of Chriſt in his Goſpel ;* and from this Conſideration and 
great Charity, (which thinketh no evil) Mr. C—-frs and the 
reſt of the Jurants proceeded their Clearneſs to take the ſaid Oath. 


No Perſon ſhould be fo uncharitable either to the Parliament or 
Church of Exgland, as to think that they would obtrude a Com- 


munion with their Church, upon any Member of the Norrh- 


Britiſh Church, whom they knew had Presbyterian Government 


_ eſtabliſhed by Law; and that it was not left in the Power of the 
Parliament to alter or innovate it, being one of the fundamental 
Articles of the Union, and which the King was ſolemnly engaged 


to defend to all her Members; ſo that it would have been tontra-. 


dictio in ad jecto, to have impoſed (upon a Presbyterian) Communipn 
with an Epiſcopal Church, and therefore conſidering that that wiſe 
wiſe and worthy, rich and religious, happy and honourable People, 

_ uſed never to violate their 'publick Faith: It was but too much 
Fearfulneſs and want of Charity in them who declined the Oath, 


to imagine that there was any more deſigned than Allegi- 


ance to the true Proteſtaht King, and an Abjuration of the 
Popiſh Pretender ; from which Paith and Charity, towards the 
Integrity and Sincerity of the ſaid South-Britiſh Nation, the belt of 
both our Miniſters and People took it without Fear, and 1 wiſh 
their Meaning and Deſign had been explained, and declared to 


all, (I mean of the Parliament ) by which, all the reſt of bur 


|. Presbyterians had followed the fame very Steps, without Re- 


luctancy. An Inſtance of the Engliſb keeping the publick Faith, was 


evidenced in King Charles II. his firſt Parliament after his Re- 


ſtauration, where a Ceſs was laid on for paying the Arrears of 


- CromwelPs Army, there was only once a ſeeming ſhort-coming of a 
Promiſe made by tlie then Repreſentatives of that Nation, Which 
Was, When the two Parliaments had agreed; That King Charles 
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J. ſhould ſtay at Humbie Houle, until he ratified the Afticl 

agreed upon by the Parliaments of Ric ty Nations, and that 
both their Armies ſhould be disbanded, which the Scors acquieſced 
in, and accordiogly received Payment of their. Arrears, and did 
disband thereafter, which was the Riſe of that groundleſs Af 
perſion caſt upon them, of ſelling their King, whereas there was 


o ſuch Thing; yet the Exgliſb Army disbanded not: And it was 


thought to proceed from Duke Hasnilion's Engagement, and his 


bringing ia ſuch a numerous Army into Exgland tor Relief of the 


* 
— 
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contrary to the Presbyterians Will, and not by the true Body 


4 
; 


King, but inſtead thereof, it occaſioned both the King's Life 
And his to be taken: But that was done by a Settarian Party, 


of the People, as was diſcovered afterward:*,. From all which, 


* 


it were deſirable, that the Parliament would devery pla in and ui- 
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one unite 


Iinct, and likewiſe tender as to any Thing relative to North=Britair, 
- becauſe they knew very well that they are more than able to carry 


any Thing they pleaſe by their ſuper-ndmerary Votes; Y that N. 


Britain hath no Security that Way, except rhe Confidence the 
Have in their Integrity and Conftancy, 4s to any Thing they 
| have engaged unto with them in that Union, making ndw 
T Kingdom ; For if any Thing did occur to the Pfle- 
Judice of North Brain, | the Repreſentatives theteof could 


do no more, but proteſt againſt it, and diſſent from any ſuch 
Overtures, which {is hoped) ſhall never happen; ſo that live, and 


> 


let live, called menm O tuam, is the beſt Policy and Neighbolr- 


hood in the Chriſtian World, when each Nation ſhall wiſh the 
others thriving, without Envy of Jealbuſy, for if once Jealouly atiſc 
__ betwixt united Parties, that Union is half diſſolved ; and in my 
Opinion, the belt Turn the Parliament could do to North-Britain, 
would be to cry down the Aanualreats of Money to four per 
Cent. by which, that lazy and negligent Nation would he pe- 
*,* cefſitatet] to employ a part of their Stocks upon trading and traf- 
_ * ficking (as all thriving Nations do) and not let them Ty dor- 
ment and dead, as it is at this Day, and by which they will - ay 


* * . 
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Benefit and Sweet of the Union by their Freedom in the Emgliſb. 
Plantations, and would have cauſe tobe thankful to Providence, that 
ever ſuch a beneficial Opportunity Was brought to their Hand, 
which I wonder North-Britain doth not better conſider. and im- 
prove to their utmoſt Capacity: Should they not remember 


What Sir George Hing did, when the Pretender thought to have 


landed with the French Kings new gifted Sword about him, when 


he chaſed him out of our Coaſts, where he deſigned to land: 
As alſo, when he did land with Mzr's Party, all ready to pot the 


Crown upon his Head, and then farwell Religion and Presbytery, 


berty and Property, and in come Popery and Slavery. What 
could North-Britain. have done to prevent that, had not South-. 
Britain (good old Ergland] appeared and forced him away ? Or 
what could we do ſtill in ſuch a Difficulty, if we had not the Af. 


ſiſtance and Support of Soui/-Britain ? I defire not to expreſs the 


worſt. of what I fear, but furely all the Taxes that ſhall affect 


North=-Britain by vertue of the Union, are not to be once put 


in the Balance withtheſe ruining Strokes and Providences, Which 


that Union hath kept us free of; and I admire to ſee Perſons fo 
unmindful of it, and fo inconcerned about it, and fo un- 
thankfal for it: What is the Shadow to the Subſtance, or the 
Circumſtance to the Eſſentials, or the Intereſt to the Stock? So'is 


it here, Men ought to be thankful both to God and good Inſtru- 


ments for any Good they receive, ſi ingratum dixeris, omnia dixeris, 
it would be bad Luck it the Effects of the Union put us not in 
better Condition than we kept our ſelves in, theſe many Years by- 
gone, viz. ſince King James VI. went to be King of Exgland, 
which proceeded all from Enemies within our ſelves. So different 
are Mens Opinions, (yea even good Men) that they will differ 
eſſentially as to a preſent Duty, (I do not ſay in an effentiat 
Point of Religion) ſo as one will Faſt and give God Thanks, and 


another will not Faſt and give God Thanks; fo one will fwear ar” 


Oath, and another will refuſe to take that Oath, and both may 
de done in Faith, and accepted of God: When the Degrees of 
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of, the DoArine' of too many, being ſuch as no great Expectation 


bas ads ot boots i b 64 J 1 PRE 
Knowledge, is abplied with Sigcerity 6 the GloPy rod, trite 
tajaly acceptable; yet {till fo, ,as.hf that knoweth 'moſt, and hach 


the lame Degrees. of Sincerity, will be moſt accepted: Th 


ft at their doubtful Shapes and Colours, as not bein aol 


Ban upon that fame very Account, all. Men, Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, | 


of any converting Efficacy can be had from it, their Manner and 
Way being, to ſtudy as much Poctrine as wilt exhauſt the Time 
appointed for it, and ſuch Divinity as they pleaſe, to chooſe, and 
when they, came to deliver it, they ſeem 854 no more concern- 
ed, (as to a, fervency of Spirit, ſympathizing with the Subject in 
Hand) than a Scholar telling over his Leſſon to his Maſter, in Ovid 
or Horace, anent Achillis killing of Hector and Troilus or Paris kit-- 


ling Achilis, is all on to him, as when hie telletkrof Tobit and his 


D.g allo; And yet it is to be obſerved, that few of theſe young 


Teachers do decline to give their Sentiments upon the mo 


myſterious | 
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myſterious Paſſages in all the Scriptures, and when they tell 
their Gueſſings, it amounteth to little more nor 'ignotwm per 
gnotius, they having no Scripture to prove them with, but what 
they apply at their own Hand for that very Purpoſe, and yet 
they expect thereupon to be admired by an ignorant Auditory, 
altho* there be much more Curioſity than Edification in that 
Doctrine, and yet they go away applauding their Performances 
like the Papiſts aps operatum, which puts me in mind of an Ex- 
preſſion I heard in a zealous Miniſters Prayer, viz. O!] the vaſt 
Charity of the Church of Scotland, by opening wide Doors, and 
taking in ſo many young Men to the Office of the Miniſtry, and 
the Lord knoweth how unfit they are therefore; I tell this (God 
knoweth) with a Heart regrate, wiſhing it were otherwiſe : But 
ſcarcely do I go to that Place, but I meet with a Complaint and 
Murmuring amongſt the People, for the Strictneſs and Severity 
of their Miniſters in the exacting of their Teinds, and even in 
other Things alſo, which I think moſt unaccountable: And alſo, 
that where ſuch a thing occureth, there can be no Expectation 
of the Goſpels thriving : T wiſh it were groundleſs, but yet I muſt 
bear Teſtimoney to what I have ſeen thereanent, and which 1 
think a Fault, to wit, when any poor Man cannot pay his Pro- 
portion of Teinds for that Year, leaſt his Family ſhould want 
Meal, the Miniſter will not accept of the Price put upon the 
Victual by the Fiars, even altho? he ſhould offer the Rate of the 
Hrſt Sack in the Market, which is for Farms; (whereas the ſecond 
Sack in the Market is the Price of Teinds,) but obligeth the 
poor Man to pay him according to the Rate he ſells his Teinds 
at, which is ordinarly at the Harveſt, (the deareſt time of the 
Year) neither will he give him a Proportion of the Allowance he 
gives to the Meal-Monger, viz. a Peck to the Boll, and a Boll 
to the Seore : All which I think not only uncharitable, but un- 
ehriſtian, and puts me in mind of what Mr. Durham cites fram Mr. 
Baxter, where ſpeaking of the Difference between faving and 
common Grace, and the * that an unregenerate 3 
| 8 
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Knowledge, is applied -wirh Sigceriry'o the of of God, eg. 
tainly acceptable; yet {til Os, 35 ly that Khowe 5 and hath 
l olt accepted: There 13 
the literal Signification, and the common Acceptation of a Word, 
ot ſlilus cuiiæ, and the ordigar or legal Import of the Teriis“ 


* 
* 


which (altho a Man not acquainted with them) may. Fqmbte” 
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and ſtart at their doubtful Shapes and Colours, as not being a 


allow the Kernel of obliging preſent Duty, and throw away. | 
the Shell. of ſuperflüous Additions : So was the Caſe betwixe Mr. : 
MF in refufing, and Mr. C——++ in taking the Oath Gk 


1 reer 11 9 Ig wing 40: a * 
anted with, (e of the Miniſtry not excepted) I wonder that 
Gaben nog afflict us more, and bring us down by foul Means. 
wha will not be brought down by fair: And it is long ſince 1 
feared a Stroke from the Hand of God upon this Church and Na- 


except a Ihe Generairty For 
of the DoQine of too many, being ſuch as no grear Expoftarion 
of. wy converting Efficacy can be had from it, their Manner and 
Way elng, to ſtudy as much Poctrine as Wil exhauſt the Time 
appointed for it, and ſuch Divinity as they pleaſe to chooſe, and 
When tlie come to deliver it, they ſeem to be no more concern- | 
ed, (as tq a ebe of Spirit, ſympathizing with the Subject in 
Hand) than a Scholar telling over his Leſſon to his Maſter, in Ov] 
or Horace, anent Achill killing of Hector and Troilus, or Faris Rik. 
ling Achills, is all on to him, as when he teltethof Tobir and his 
D. alſo; And yet it is to be obſerved, that few of theſe young 
Teachers do decline to give their Sentiments upon the mo 
ahne as Leine 8 | r 
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myſterious Paſſages in all the Scriptures, and when they tell 
their Gueſſings, it amounteth to little more nor ignatam 
1gn0tius, they having no Scripture to prove them with, but what 
they apply at their own Hand for that very Purpoſe, and yet 
they expect thereupon to be admired by an ignorant Auditory, 
altho? there be much more Curioſity - than Edification in that 
Doctrine, and yet they go away applauding their Performances 
like the Papiſts qpus operatum, which puts me in mind of an Ex- 
preſſion I heard in a zealous Miniſters Prayer, viz. O! the vaſt 
Charity of the Church of Scotland, by opening wide Doors, and 


taking in ſo many young Men to the Office of the Miniſtry, and 


the Lord knoweth how unfit they are therefore; I tell this (God 
knoweth) with a Hegrt regrate, wiſhing it were otherwiſe : But 
ſcarcely do I go to that Place, but I meet with a Complaint and 


Murmuring amongft the People, for the Strictneſs and Severity 


of their Miniſters in the exacting of their Teinds, and even in 
other Things alſo, which I think moſt unaccountable : And alſo, 
that where ſuch a thing occureth, there can be no Expectation 
of the Goſpels thriving : I wiſh it were groundleſs, but yet I muſt 
bear Teſtimoney to what I have ſeen thereanent, and which T 
think a Fault, to wit, when any poor Man cannot pay his Pro- 
portion of Teinds for that Year, leaft his Family ſhould want 
Meal, the Miniſter will not accept of the Price put upon the 
Victual by the Fiars, even altho' he ſhould offer the Rate of the 
Hrſt Sack in the Market, which is for Farms; (whereas the ſecond 


Sack in the Market is the Price of Teinds,) but obligeth the 


poor Man to pay him according to the Rate he ſells his Teinds 
at, which is ordinarly at the Harveſt, (the deareſt time of the 
Year) neither will he give him a Proportion of the Allowance he 


gives to the Meal-Monger, viz. a Peck to the Boll, and a Boll 
to the Seore: All which I think not only uncharitable, but un- 


ehriſtian, and puts me in mind of what Mr. Durbam cites fram Mr. 


Barter, where ſpeaking of the Difference between faving and 


common Grace, and the or that an unregenexate = 


1 1 | 

may have the Knowledge of God or of Chrift, that it doth 
not conſiſt in the Excellency that is in God and Chriſt, as ſuch, 
but in the Novelty of the Knowledge; and there he faith, 
that ſome Preachers make a gainful Trade of it by teaching 
others in which they delight: And becauſe it is an Honour to 
know theſe Things, or be able to diſcourſe of them ; or at beſt 
they delight to know God (as I faid. before) out of the Delight 
in the Novelty and natural Elevation of the Underſtanding there- 
by: It is one thing to delight in knowing, and another in the 
Thing known; fo that it is the ſame Kind of Delight that a Hy- 
pocrite hath in knowing God, and knowing other Things : I 
think Charity toward poor Mankind, is the likeſt to Grace of 
any Quality a Man can be indued with: And if it be wanting 
in a Miniſter, to wit, Liberality, Hoſpitality, and Charity to the 
Poor and Needy, you ſhall not perſuade me that, hat Man hath 


the true Charity in him ſpoken of in Rom. xiii. 13. 1 Jo. iv. 20, 


21. If a Man ſay he loves God and hateth his Brother, he is a Liar; 
for he that loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God 


whom he hath not ſeen * And this Commandment have we from him, 


that he that loveth God loveth hu Brother alſo. Ja. ii. 15, 16. If 
Brother or Siſter be naked and d | «te of daily Food; and one of you 
ſay unto them, depart in Peace 
ing ye give them not theſe things that are needful to the Body); what 
doth it profit? I would only ask one Queſtion at them, (which if 
they can clear themſelves in, their Conſciences bearing them Wit- 
neſs in the Holy Ghoſt) If or not, they are as concerned in Heart to 
have the Goſpel which they preach, as ſucceſsful in the Hearts of 
their Congregntions and Hearers, as they are to gather up their 
_ own Teinds and Stipends? Or if they have beſtowed as much 


Pains and Diligence, to make their Labours effectual unto the 


Reformation of the Life and Converſion of their Flock and Charge, 
as they are to manage and improve, What they are 8 

Gainers, and gets Incomes of thereby: Moreover I doubt not but 
according as a Maa is in his Cloſet, (as to his owa Souls — 
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ment) ſo will he be in the Pulpit, as to the Souls of the Peoples 
whether fervent or formal, and fo will he —_— and ordi- 

* 


narly influence all his Hearers, there being commonly a Sympa- 
pathy betwixt him and them: We ſay, that we do not like a 
Maiden Mid-wife, becauſe of her want of Experience in her ſelf, 
neither can it be expected that a Teacher, who is unacquaint with 
the Work of 'the Spirit of God in his own Soul, can be very edify- 


ing by any Thing he can ſpeak to his Congregation upon that 


Head: And for Miniſters, to make a Trade of Life, in preach- 
ing general Divinity (altho? it be ſound and unſenſurable) to their 
Congregations, without mixing it (ſeaſonably) with Marks of 
ſaving Grace, and ſome Queſtions anent their Experiences of the 
Preſence, or Abſence of the Spirit of God in their Souls, together 
with ſome Caſes of Conſcience, proponed and illuſtrated to them : 
And likewiſe ſome Tryals of the Efficacy of the Goſpel, ſo long 
preached to them, viz. Whether it hath brought down, their 
Love to, and Eſtimation of the World, and all creature Enjoy- 
meats, and hath heightned the Love of God, and of Chriſt, and 


20S Spiritual to be enjoyed in the Life to come? I ſay, that a 


Mini 


er's Doctrine wahting theſe neceſſary, edifying Circum- 


ſtances, (or rather Eſſentials) being the Vitals of the Goſpel and 


Religion, and the neceſſary and inſeparable Concomitants and 
Fruits of a juſtifying Faith,) is like the Adminiſtration of an unjuſt 
Steward, who lets the Servants in the Family ſee abundance of 
Meat and Drink (which ſhould be divided unto them) but be- 
hold they never Taſte it, like that Lord in Samaria on whom the 
King leaned, who ſaw the Plenty, but never taſted thereof: 
Theſe are ſucli as Mr. Durham inſtanceth, and deſerve not the 


Name of Goſpel Miniſters, but Time-ſervers and Hirelings, for 


filthy Lucres ſake, who love the Fleece better than the Flock : 
But I hope, (at leaſt I wiſh) there may be but few of theſe in the 
Church of Scotland, or any where elſe; yet I fear there be fome 
{yea too many) even in the Church of Scotland at this very Day: 


But God be thanked, there are others, as fervent and zealous, 
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and Diligent as ever was in this Church, or any other; and I hope 
they are or ſhall be) moe in Number alſo, as the great bleſſing 
of God to his People: But che other puts me in Mind of that Ge- 
neration that ſucceeded Joſbuæ, who had not ſeen the Wars of 
Canaan, and as little retained they of the Fear of God, but went 
alide with the People of the Land to Idolatry, and therefore Were 
puniſhed by the Lord, they have alſo creept into other Mens 
Labours, who ſuffered both in Perſon and Purſe, and it coſt fome 
both Lite and Fortune, before Presbyterian Goverament was: eſta- 
bliſhed in this Church, whereas they are made Fat with the Sa- 
crifices of 1/rael,, and inſtead of Chriſtian Diligence in their Office, 
and Thankfulneſs to God, and; Diſcretion towards Men, they 
Kick and becomes Vain, their chief Deſign being to make a For- 
tune in the World come of the Peoples Souls what will, which 
both God and their own Confciences are privy to. But this is 
another long Digreſſion, . ä ee 4 

Some are of Opinion, that the Spirit acteth differently accord- 
ing to the different Subjects in which it is infuſed, comparing it to 
che different Sounds that Inſtruments of Muſick liave, viz.' The 
Pipe, the ebe the Flute, Trumpet, who have all different 
Sounds, yet they are ated by the ſame Breath of the Man, and 
why may it not be ſuppoſed here, when God ſaid, Let ws male 
Mam after our own Image, and let him have Dominion over all Things in 
the Earth: That his Body upon receiving of Life ſhould be cap- 
able of all theſe Things which you attribute to the Excellency. of 
the Soul (as the Author thereof) viz. Rationality, Immortality, 
Underſtanding, Affections, and Will, and the Knowledge and 
Service of God: So as, altho? the Spirit enlivens the Body, and 
puts its Capacity of acting in Exerciſe, yet I doubt if it addeth 
any Degree to its Capacity, which was not in it before by the Hand 
of the Creator, and only wanted to be quickened ; Yea I ſuppoſe, 
altho? ye ſhould take the Spirit of a Man, and infuſe in a Beaſt, 
it could not exerciſe Reaſon therein, becauſe there is not an Or- 
gan in that Body that can receive any Thing but Senſe, * 

| | ea- 


r 


3 *9* 39-200 


wo 


wc 


it 


rr 


| en 


Reaſon why the Spirit 


7 7 F — 
% 


TI S& J 2 5 K 

| of Man goeth upward, (When the Spirit of 
the 1 me award) , becauſe of its perſonal Union 
with a Body made after the Image of God, and ——————— 

to know, to ſerve, and to ehjoy God, which the reſt of the 
Animals are not capable of, wherefore he is called Ad ron OE i. e. 
ANA TEN onA i. e. ſurſ um vertens vultum, whereas the Beaſts 
are turned deorſum, I hope none will ſay that God creates and in- 


fuſetha Soul in Man, after the Body has received Life, and that Life 


even by the Courſe of Nature, (as the Scripture often have it) accor- 
ding to the Time of Life ſbe ſhall have a Son. If you ll make that good, 
then I ſhall let you make of the Soul what you pleaſe, and all 
the a Things that a Parcel of curious Div ines talk of it, (far be- 

ond what the Scripture ever ſaid ) but if not, you mult even 
et it come in the ordinary and fore-ordained Courſe of Nature, 
predeterminated by God the Creator, vho can make one Spirit mor- 
tal, and another immortal, as he can do alſo the Body at the Re- 
ſurrection, otherwiſe we were Saddaces, for with God nothing is 
impoſſible; and therefore I ſtill admire Mens Thoughts of the 
Way of the Lord, (ſo clearly manifeſted in his Word) as to thinle 
it impoſſible for God to make the Body mortal, and the Soul im- 
mortal, altho” united in the ſame Perſon; and yet to believe that 
that ſame corrupt mortal Body ſhall become immortal at the Re- 
ſurrection, by the fame Power and Will of God, is Faith or 
Divinity which I cannot reconcile ; there are alſo particular Parts 


of the Body, in which the Senſes and Faculties are ſaid to lodge, 


which ( if offended ) the Soul or Spirit can act no more in; as the 
Head (where the Judgment and Memory are faid to lodge) if 
a Man get a Stroke on it, he may loſe the Exerciſe of both; all his 
Days, and yet his Life, or Spirit, or Soul, remain in him, and ſo 
it is with the Organs, in which the five Senſes lies; fo that a Man 
may be dumb, deaf, blind, paralitick, and ſenſeleſs in his Smel- 
ling, and yet retain his Life, but the Spirit cannot act in any of 
theſe, becauſe: the Organs are failed: We fee, what a ny 
her, and looks ef 
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like my former Aſſertion, wiz. if the Body loſeth its Capacity in 


any Member of it, the Spirit cannot make up that Loſs. We ſee al- 


ſo the Sympathy betwixt them after the Birth, how that the Spirit 
and Body grow in their Senſes and Faculties, and in the Exerciſe 
of both theſe, by Degrees, (the one not being capable to go before 
the other ) which certainly confirmeth my Opinion, to wit, that 
both cometh by ordinary Generation and Procreation as other Ani- 
mals, altho? the one excel the other in Quality; for if the Spirit and 
Soul were created, and then iufuſed, it would make the Subject 
(in -which it entered) af ry rote perfect, and holy alſo, as it did 
to Adam, I ſpoke of the ridiculouſneſs of this already, and the Ab- 
ſurdit ies that would follow upon it, eſpecially it being fo Fell a- 
againſt Scripture, and the Imputation of original Sin to Adam's Po- 

erity, and contrair to our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, yea and 
to Senſe and Reaſon,and the ordinary Courſe of Nature to all living 
Creatures, as if God could not make an immortal Soul to have 
its Being by ordinary Generation, as well as if he had created it. 
What is that Argument for, but a limiting of Omnipotency ? 
Remember what Mr. Omen faith of ſuch curious high flowen 
Schoolmen, that they rather lead Men into Darknels;*than diſco- 
ver any thing ſolidly, when they tell the Viſions of their own 
Head, and cannot make it good either from Scripture or Reaſon, 
but would have Men to be implicite to their Opinion; for certain- 

ly, what is created doth not come by ordinary. Generation, (ſince 
Adam's Days) and therefore cannot be ſubject to Adam's Sin; and 
no Body will impute unrighteouſneſs to God, to charge Adam's 
Poſterity with his Sin, except they had derived their Being from 
him, and therefore the aſſerting or believing, that the Soul of 
Man is created ſince Adam's Days, is as, ridiculous as to deny the 
Light of the Sun at the twelfth Hour of the Day: For Soul and 
Body makes up but one Perſon, and compleats but the Nature of 
Man thereby, which Adam conſiſted: of in his procreating his 
Poſterity ; and ſhall any Man be ſo ridiculous, as to imagine that 


Adam was not capable to procreate ſuch a Perſon as he was him- 


If, and all his Poſterity were capable likewiſe to do the like, 
| [> without 
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without a new creating Power, or that God would make his 


Promiſes unto, and Covenants with a Part of humane Nature, 
(and that, the meaneſt and degenerate Part, viz. the Body) and yet 
be neceſſitate to create a Spirit to it. I do declare, that of all the 
Herefies and Errors of Mankind it is the moſt ridiculous, being 
againſt common Senſe, the right of Reaſon and order of Nature, 
and the Scripture it ſelf; being alſoagainit the Covenant of Works, 
the Covenant of Grace, the. Promiles of God to the Seed of the 
Woman, and to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and the whole Coun- 
ſel and Will of God, predeterminate and revealed in Scripture, 
concerning the Creation of Man by God, and his Fall by Sin, 
and his Redemption by Grace, thro' Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Seed of the Woman, and ſecond Adam, and Son of God; for in 
our civil Law, if a Man ſucceed to another's Moveables, he pays 
his moveable Debts ;- and if he ſueceed to his Heritage, he pays 
his heretable Debts; and if he ſucceed to both heretable and 
moveable, he muſt pay the Debts of the Subject he ſucceeds to, 
and no more, part ratione; if I have but my Body from Adam, 
then that Body only is ſubje& to his Sin; but my Soul goeth free, 
(being created, and coming holy from God, as you ay; ) but 
it would be as good Senſe and Reaſon, and much better Scripture, 
to acknowledge, that we have both Soul and Body from our Pa- 
rents, like other Animals; for you will not deny, that the Spirit is 
as active in the Procreation, as the Body; neither will ye aſſert, 
that a Body can procreate another, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, no more than the Spirit can do without the Body; and 
this being granted, (which is undeniable) and Jikewite that bath 
Body and 5 irit makes up but one Perſon, and this but the whole 
Nature of Man perfected, thro? the ſaid Union, undoubtedly you 
muſt be convinced, that the Soul or Spirit of Man comes, ex tra- 
duce parentum, as the Body: So that I need ſay no more upon 
that Subject. Laſtly, I mult profeſs, declare and aſſert, that al- 
tho? there have been Hereſies of greater Ungodlineſs, and more 
baſphemous, becauſe of the Obje&t they related to, and ſpoke a- 

gainſt ſuch as Papiſts, Arians, and Socinians are; yet I do 8 


thif their Commentare and declared Senſe of their Meaning, (as 


but could prove Nothing: I charge t 


and Light of Scriptures otherwiſe caveat temptor) 


of a ſecond Edition) whereof there is both Occaſion and Neceſſity, 


— 


to theſe Principles of theirs) are not ſo repugnant to rational Senſe, 
the Light of Nature, and the inherent Power and Order thereof, 


eſtabliſhed by the God and Creator of the ſame, and likewiſe his 


revealed Will in his Word thereanent, as this ridiculous, abſurd, 
inconſiſtent, ſelf-repugnant, monſtrous Opinion, of the Soul of 
Man's being created after Adam's Days is, the Hatefulneſs thereof 
(to ſpeak no more of it) is ſpoken to above; and I wiſh that our 
reverend Divines would take it to their Conſideration, and give a 
well adviſed Judgment thereanent, not deſpiſing the Light of 
Truth, becauſe of the Unworthineſs of the Inſtrument, (for the 
rd ſends by the Hand of whom he will) and if God get Glory, 
and his People Edification, I ſhall have all that I defigned thereby: 
But if thou, (Reader) be {tifl obſtinate and obdurate, and conti- 
nue under willful Ignorance, after ſo much clear Light, and thou 
may be like Ariſtotle's Aſs, who en all her Maſter could ſay, 
ee that whatever Argument 
thou ſhall offer to the.contrar of what is here aſſerted, that thou 
document the ſame with as much natural Senſe, human Reaſon 


Cum tua non edas, carpis mea carmina læli, A 
- "Carpere vel noli noſtra, vel ede tua, © 3 
But if any Man will inlarge upon this, and improve it, (by Way 


it being both imperfect and diſorderly, partly by the Author's 


fault, and partly by the Printers placing it wrong in dividing the 


fame Subject into two or three Places of the Pamphlet, I fhall be 

obliged by it greatly, but ſtill let him keep the Foundation entire, 

leaft the Words of the Men of Judah be fierier than the Words of 
Non qui patitur, ſed qui facit contumeliam miſer eft, 

Sed 5 eſſe probus quam haber m. 

8 Bes G., 


